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MOTIVATION FOR
THE REPORT

For years, journalistic work in Venezuela
has been constantly violated, causing press
workers to carry out their work in a repres-
sive, unconstitutional context and under re-
strictive regulations, which have forced them
to face arbitrary detentions, threats, harass-
ment, and physical and verbal aggression.
These facts contravene the provisions of Ar-
ticle 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which states that: “Everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and expression;
this right includes freedom to hold opinions
without interference and to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas through any
media and regardless of frontiers.”

Given the sociopolitical context in which
Venezuela finds itself under the arbitrary
power of the regime led by Nicolas Maduro,
who, with his executive cabinet, constant-
ly violates the human rights of citizens in

the country, journalistic work to investigate,
document, inform and disseminate is funda-
mental. However, press workers are increas-
ingly limited and censored, facing in their
informative work the illegal and repressive
actions committed by State security forces,
workers of State-owned companies, public
officials, and civilians belonging to irregular
armed groups.

To document, denounce and disseminate
the actions against the informative work of
the journalistic guild in the country, Rede-
sAyuda undertook this study in which the
cases that occurred during the year 2021
are exposed on the infringements faced by
press workers, which showed censorship as
a tool of the regime to restrict the free ex-
ercise of freedom of expression, freedom of
the press and access to truthful information
of Venezuelans.

1 United Nations General Assembly. (1948). Universal Declaration of Human Rights. https://www.un.org/es/about-us/universal-declaration-of-hu-

man-rights
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Given the violations of the human rights of
Venezuelans, which are reflected in a com-
plex humanitarian emergency resulting from
the actions of the Venezuelan regime and
which have limited the living conditions of
citizens, journalistic work to report on these
facts is fundamental. However, it has faced
repression and limitations that, for years,
have only increased under the restrictive and
unconstitutional context in which the coun-
try finds itself.

The repression faced by press workers
takes the form of arbitrary arrests, threats,
harassment, and physical and verbal ag-
gression. These repressive practices are
aimed at controlling and violating free-
dom of the press, trying to make journal-
istic documentation on corruption, human
rights violations, the precarious conditions
of access to public health, adequate food,
and access to essential public services,
among others, subject to the application of

extrajudicial measures carried out by State
security forces, workers of State compa-
nies, public officials and civilians belong-
ing to irregular armed groups, known as
“colectivos,” whose actions are protected
under the arbitrary power of the regime of
Nicolas Maduro.

In the face of repression and censorship to
silence truthful information disseminated
in traditional and digital media, this report
aims to be a tool for documenting, denounc-
ing, and spreading the events that attempt-
ed against press workers in the exercise of
their informative work, thus violating rights
such as freedom of the press, freedom of ex-
pression and access to information. It also
seeks to reaffirm the importance of journal-
istic work to confront censorship as a funda-
mental instrument of the regime to silence
truthful information in a repressive context
such as the one experienced by citizens in
Venezuela.
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GLOSSARY

STATE AGENCIES

CONATEL (Comision Nacional de Telecomu-
nicaciones de Venezuela - National Tele-
communications Commission of Venezuela):
Venezuelan government agency that regu-
lates, supervises and controls telecommuni-
cations in the country.

TSJ (Tribunal Supremo de Justicia - Su-
preme Court of Justice): Highest judicial
body in the country.

CNE (Consejo Nacional Electoral- National
Electoral Council): Governing body in nation-
al electoral matters.

AN (Asamblea Nacional — National Assem-
bly): Body that exercises the Legislative Pow-
er in the country.

STATE SECURITY FORCES

Plan Republica: Deployment of military per-
sonnel during electoral processes in Vene-
zuela.

PNB: Policia Nacional Bolivariana - National
Bolivarian Police.

GNB: Guardia Nacional Bolivariana - National
Bolivarian Guard.

SEBIN: Servicio Bolivariano de Inteligencia
Nacional - Bolivarian National Intelligence
Service.

DGCIM: Direccion General de Contrainteli-

gencia Militar - General Office of Military
Counterintelligence.
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CICPC: Cuerpo de Investigaciones Cientificas
Penales y Criminalisticas - Scientific, Crim-
inal, and Criminalistic Investigation Depart-
ment.

FAES: Fuerzas de Acciones Especiales - Spe-
cial Actions Forces.

CONAS: Comando Nacional Antiextorsion y
Secuestro - National Anti-extortion and Kid-
napping Command.

MAIN SOURCES

Espacio Publico: Venezuelan NGO that pro-
motes and defends freedom of expression,
the right to information, and social responsi-
bility in the media.

Instituto Prensa y Sociedad (IPYS): Venezu-
elan NGO promoting and defending the free-
dom of expression, the right to information,
and social responsibility in the media.

Sindicato Nacional de Trabajadores de la
Prensa (SNTP): Guild of press workers in
Venezuela.

Colegio Nacional de Periodistas (CNP): au-
tonomous institution authorized to grant the
title of Professional Journalist (after getting
the degree). It is also responsible for ensur-
ing compliance with the “Law on the Practice
of Journalism” in Venezuela and the “Code of
Ethics of the Venezuelan Journalist and its
Regulations.”



INTRODUCTION

In Venezuela, the State policy of Nicolas
Maduro’s regime is aimed at increasingly re-
ducing the dissemination of content that is
critical of his administration. This policy is
characterized by the persecution of press
workers and independent media, attacking
them with threatening speeches, discrediting
their journalistic work, promoting fear and
self-censorship, and increasingly restricting
the spaces of traditional media, such as ra-
dio and television, amid an economic, politi-
cal and social crisis that has limited the liv-
ing conditions of Venezuelans.

During the past few years, democratic con-
ditions in Venezuela have become almost
non-existent. The regime has focused on
restricting radio and television by using CO-
NATEL to order the closure of programs,
channels, and stations. According to Espa-
cio Publico, 292 media outlets have been
closed since 2004.? Moreover, significant ef-
forts have been made to limit the journalistic
work of press workers in Venezuela to censor
all information critical of his administration
in the country.

Freedom of the press is a fundamental prin-
ciple in a country’s democracy, especially in
cases of public interest. However, in Venezu-
ela, press workers have had to overcome a
series of restrictions and attacks when cov-
ering protests in which citizens and workers
demanded better working conditions, when
trying to enter health centers to record the

consequences brought by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, vaccination campaigns, and even in
the municipal and regional elections held in
November 2021.

This report documented a total of 93 infringe-
ments of journalistic work, which showed
how fundamental rights such as freedom of
the press, freedom of expression, and access
to information are violated in Venezuela.
In addition, 113 press workers were affect-
ed while performing their informative work.
These limitations represent an attack against
freedom of expression and information amid
the critical work of journalists who seek to
give visibility to human rights violations by
the Venezuelan authorities.

Press workers continue to be arbitrarily de-
tained and forced to erase material from
their work equipment under threat of ar-
rest. In addition, officials of State security
forces have physically and verbally attacked
them, as well as armed civilians belonging
to groups known as “colectivos” and sym-
pathizers of the Maduro regime. Likewise,
journalists and media organizations contin-
ue to be victims of stigmatizing speeches by
public officials, who have taken advantage
of their radio and television spaces, and of
their arbitrary stay in power to insult, ac-
cuse, point fingers and discredit journalistic
work in Venezuela, to censor everything that
is said against their narratives and manage-
ment of the country.

2 Espacio Publico. (May 2nd, 2022). Informe 2021: Situacion del derecho a la libertad de expresion e informacién en Venezuela. [Report 2021: Status

of the right to freedom of expression and information in Venezuela.] https:

espaciopublico.ong/situacion-general-del-derecho-a-la-libertad-de-ex-

presion-enero-diciembre-2021
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emocracy, journalistic work, and

human rights in Venezuela contin-

ued to be violated under a pattern

of systematic violence towards the
informative work of press workers in Ven-
ezuela by the regime of Nicolas Maduro,
which has resulted in a significant restric-
tion and criminalization of journalists who
make those who are arbitrarily in power
“uncomfortable.”

e During the year 2021, /IPYS Venezuela
conducted a study in which they sur-
veyed 534 press workers throughout the
national territory,® to evaluate their per-
ception of the conditions of the prac-
tice of journalism in Venezuela during
that year. This study concluded with the
following points:

* According to the 534 journalists sur-
veyed, access to public information and
security obtained the lowest scores
within the categories indicated by /PYS
Venezuela. They were rated with 37 and
54 points on a scale of 0 to 100, re-
spectively.

* Opacity and fear were the greatest
threats to freedom of expression.

+ 58.2% of those consulted stated that
they did not report to State agencies
or non-governmental bodies when they
suffered any restriction in their profes-
sional practice during 2021.

* Gender-based violence was reflected in
the Venezuelan journalistic composi-
tion. 19.9% of those surveyed said that
they had been harmed, on at least one
occasion, by acts of violence based on
their gender. Of this percentage, 71.70%
corresponded to women journalists,
while 28.30% were men.

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

Moreover, the NGO Espacio Publico pub-
lished its annual report on the situation of
freedom of expression and information in
2021. In the report, they highlighted the fol-
lowing points:*

e Traditional media, such as radio and
television, continue to be regulated by
CONATEL, an agency that has regularly
shut down radio stations, exerting pres-
sure on managers to eliminate radio
programs, especially those with content
critical of the regime’s public adminis-
tration.

* CONATEL is also the agency in charge
of ordering the blocking of websites,
which predominantly affects national
news portals.

* The reduction in regional print media
went from 29.2% in 2016 to 1.9% in 2021.

* Among the documented violations are
intimidation, censorship, restriction,
verbal harassment, threats, judicial ha-
rassment, assault, and battery.

* In 2021, nine radio stations, one digital
media and one print media were closed.
With these figures, 292 media outlets
have been closed since 2004.

The permanence of Nicolas Maduro’s re-
gime has resulted, during the last few
years, in censorship and restrictions on
the free exercise of the informative work
of press workers in the country, violating
the rights to freedom of the press, freedom
of expression, and access to information,
causing Venezuelans to have to circumvent
more and more barriers to stay informed,
especially on issues of public interest.

3 IPYS Venezuela. (April 20th, 2022). El periodismo en el pais se ejerce con reservas, de acuerdo al Estudio de Libertades Informativas 2021 de
IPYSve. [Journalism in the country is exercised with reservations, according to IPYSve’s Freedom of Information Study 2021.] https://ipysvenezuela.
org/2022/04/20/el-periodismo-en-el-pais-se-ejerce-con-reservas-de-acuerdo-al-estudio-de-libertades-informativas-2021-de-ipysve

4 Espacio Publico. (May 2nd, 2022). Informe 2021: Situacion del derecho a la libertad de expresion e informacion en Venezuela. [Report 2021:
Status of the right to freedom of expression and information in Venezuela.] https://espaciopublico.ong/situacion-general-del-derecho-a-la-liber-

tad-de-expresion-enero-diciembre-2021
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COVID-19: VACCINES,
COVAX INITIATIVE,
PROTESTS AND
REPRESSION

The COVID-19 pandemic continued to aggra-
vate the conditions of essential public ser-
vices in Venezuela, the difficulties regarding
fuel supply, and the negligence in the acqui-
sition of vaccines and implementation of an
accessible vaccination schedule for all citi-
zens who already had to deal with the high
costs of hospitals, the precarious conditions
of health centers and the lack of medical
supplies to treat the disease in a country hit
by the economic crisis.”

On Thursday, February 18th, Nicolads Maduro
announced that the first doses of Sputnik V
vaccine, purchased by the regime in a batch
of 100,000 vaccines and for which it claimed
to have paid US$200 million, had begun to
be administered.® Although Dr. Glendy Rive-
ro was the first to be vaccinated on nation-
wide Estate broadcast,” the most vulnerable
sectors, including health care workers and
the elderly, would not be a priority. Instead,
Maduro announced that “among the first to
receive the immunization would be political
officials such as mayors, governors, and dep-
uties to the National Assembly, controlled by
the ruling party.”®

By May 2021, the Minister of Health of the
Venezuelan regime, Carlos Alvarado, an-
nounced that there would be 27 vaccination
posts throughout the national territory at
the beginning of April and that they would
activate 77 vaccination points across the
country® with which they expected to vac-
cinate between “600 and 1,000 people” dai-
ly. Likewise, he invited citizens to register in
the Patria System, since in this process, the
selection was random through this system,
then those selected received a text message
with the data of the health center where they
would be vaccinated. This policy conditioned
Venezuelans to have access to vaccines.

On the other hand, the regime increasingly
delayed an agreement to acquire vaccines
through the COVAX initiative. In March 2021,
the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
reported that the first shipment of vaccines
manufactured by the British pharmaceutical
company AstraZeneca would arrive; howev-
er, the Maduro regime prohibited their use in
the country,”” even though they announced
that Venezuela was going through the sec-
ond wave of COVID-19 infection, with the P1
variant.” As a result, the first arrival of vac-
cines through the COVAX initiative in Venezu-
ela was in September 2021.”

Amid the problematic access to vaccines,
health sector representatives, activists, hu-
man rights defenders, and citizens embarked

5 Nufiez, A. (September 7th 2020). “Es impagable”: el costo de hospitalizarse por coronavirus en Venezuela. [“It’s unaffordable”: the cost of being
hospitalized for coronavirus in Venezuela.] https://www.vozdeamerica.com/a/venezuela venezuela-coronavirus-costos-impagable/6067746.html

6 BBC. (February 19th, 2021). Vacuna contra el coronavirus: qué se sabe del inicio de la inmunizacidn del covid-19 en Venezuela y por qué es polémi-
ca. [Coronavirus vaccine: what is known about the start of covid-19 immunization in Venezuela and why it is controversial.] https://www.bbc.com

mundo/noticias-america-latina-56120882

7 Nicolas Maduro. [@nicolasmaduro]. (February 18th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/NicolasMaduro/status/1362508991641903109

8 BBC. (February 19th, 2021). Vacuna contra el coronavirus: qué se sabe del inicio de la inmunizacion del covid-19 en Venezuela y por qué es polémi-
ca. [Coronavirus vaccine: what is known about the start of covid-19 immunization in Venezuela and why it is controversial.] https://www.bbc.com

mundo/noticias-america-latina-56120882

9 Ministerio del Poder Popular para la Salud. (May 28th, 2021). Venezuela inicia Il Fase del Plan Masivo de Vacunacion contra la COVID-19. [Vene-
zuela begins Phase Il of the Mass Vaccination Plan against COVID-19.] http://www.mpps.gob.ve/index.php/sala-de-prensa/notnac/1124-venezuela-

inicia-ii-fase-del-plan-masivo-de-vacunacion-contra-la-covid-19

10 Monitoreamos. (May 15th, 2021). Régimen de Maduro anuncié que no autorizard la vacuna de AstraZeneca en Venezuela. [Maduro’s regime
announced it will not authorize AstraZeneca’s vaccine in Venezuela.] https://monitoreamos.com/venezuela/regimen-de-maduro-anuncio-que-no-au-

torizara-la-vacuna-de-astrazeneca-en-venezuela

11 BBC News Mundo. (March 26th, 2021). Coronavirus en Venezuela | “Los hospitales estdn abarrotados”: la preocupacion por la llegada del “peor
momento de la pandemia”. [Coronavirus in Venezuela | “Hospitals are overcrowded”: concern about the arrival of the “worst stage of the pandem-

ic”.] https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-56516746

12 Organizaciéon Panamericana de la Salud. (September 7th, 2021). Venezuela recibe primer envio de vacunas contra la COVID-19 a través del Me-
canismo COVAX. [Venezuela receives first shipment of COVID-19 vaccine through COVAX initiative.]
https://www.paho.org/es/noticias/7-9-2021-venezuela-recibe-primer-envio-vacunas-contra-covid-19-traves-mecanismo-covax
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on protests™ to call for better working condi-
tions, medicines, and medical supplies. The
Venezuelan Observatory of Social Conflict re-
corded 6,560 protests in 2021, 1,240 of those
registered were to demand the right to health
and 698 to demand vaccination campaigns.™

However, as part of its censorship policy, Mad-
uro’s administration used repressive prac-
tices to try to silence those who demanded
better conditions in the health sector. An ex-
ample of this was the arbitrary detention of
nurse Ada Macuare, who was also charged
with incitement to hatred and terrorism for
demanding medical supplies, medicines,
and biosecurity equipment.® In addition,
the organization Médicos Unidos Venezuela
denounced that up to September, they had
registered 625 threats by the authorities of
Nicolds Maduro’s regime “to health person-
nel for attending protest demonstrations.””®

ARMED CONFLICT
IN APURE STATE

On Sunday, March 21st, the director of the
NGO FundaRedes, Javier Tarazona, informed
the beginning of a new armed confrontation
between guerrilla groups in several sectors
of La Victoria, Apure state, bordering Colom-
bia.”” "® The conflict involved FARC dissidents

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

and the Venezuelan Army. On March 23rd,
FundaRedes reported that a SENIAT build-
ing and the GNB headquarters in La Victoria
were attacked with explosives.”

As a consequence of this new armed conflict,
citizens living in these areas were the most
affected. The NGO Provea published a video
in which an 86-year-old woman denounced
how “the National Police”*® arbitrarily broke
into her home and beat one of her grandchil-
dren visiting her from Maturin. Meanwhile,
journalist Junior Parra condemned the al-
leged murder of a family by FAES officers® in
El Ripial, Apure state, on his Twitter account.
According to Parra, “weapons and grenades
were strategically placed for the photos and
to justify their deaths.”??

The Colombian Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Claudia Blum, on Wednesday, April 14th, de-
nounced before the UN “the displacement
of 5,737 people of Venezuelan nationality” to
Arauquita, Colombia, since the beginning of
these clashes on March 21st, 2021.%%

On the other hand, journalists and activists
were also victims of the repressive practices
of Nicolas Maduro’s regime for reporting and
denouncing irregular situations in the affect-
ed areas. Such was the case of the arbitrary
detention of journalists Luis Gonzalo Pérez
and Rafael Hernandez, and FundaRedes ac-
tivists Juan Carlos Salazar and Didégenes Ti-

13 El Diario. (April 17th, 2021). Imdgenes que dejd la protesta de miembros del sector salud exigiendo la vacunacion en Venezuela. [Images from the
protest by members of the health sector demanding vaccination in Venezuela.] https://eldiario.com/2021/04/17/las-imagenes-protesta-por-vacu-

nas-en-venezuela/

14 Observatorio Venezolano de Conflictividad Social. (2021). Venezuela anual 2021. [Venezuela annual 2021.] https://www.observatoriodeconflic-

tos.org.ve/oc/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/INFORMEOVCS-ANUAL2021.pdf

15 Pellicani, G. (July 28th, 2021). Ada Macuare: la enfermera sefialada de terrorismo que ayuda a comunidades. [Ada Macuare: the nurse accused

of terrorism who helps communities.]

https://elpitazo.net/oriente/ada-macuare-la-enfermera-senalada-de-terrorismo-que-ayuda-a-comunidades

16 Centro de Comunicacién Nacional. (October 11th, 2021). Sector salud ha recibido 625 amenazas por asistir a jornadas de protesta por sus DDHH.
[The health sector has received 625 threats for participating in human rights protests.] https://presidenciave.com/regiones/sector-salud-ha-recibi-

do-625-amenazas-por-asistir-a-jornadas-de-protesta-por-sus-ddhh

17 FundaRedes. [@fundaredes]. (March 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/FundaREDES /status/1373776423748562944

18 FundaRedes. [@fundaredes]. (March 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/FundaREDES /status/1373791879855235077

19 FundaRedes. [@fundaredes]. (March 24th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/javiertarazona/status/1374749655985176577

20 Provea. [@fundaredes]. (March 24th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ Provea/status/1374711363562577928

21 Infobae. (March 26th, 2021). Denuncian asesinatos, abusos y detenciones arbitrarias tras la llegada de las FAES a la zona de conflicto en la
frontera de Colombia y Venezuela. [Reports of murders, abuses, and arbitrary detentions following the arrival of the FAES in the conflict zone on the
Colombian-Venezuelan border.] https://www.infobae.com/america/venezuela/2021/03/26/denuncian-asesinatos-abusos-y-detenciones-arbitrar-

ias-tras-la-llegada-de-las-faes-a-la-zona-de-conflicto-en-la-frontera-de-colombia-y-venezuela/

22 Junior Parra. [@juniorparral9]. (March 26th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/JuniorParral9/status/1375290682634555392

23 Tal Cual. (April 14th, 2021). Colombia informé a la ONU que mds de 5.000 personas fueron desplazadas desde Venezuela. [Colombia informed

the UN that more than 5,000 people were displaced from Venezuela.] https:

talcualdigital.com/colombia-informo-a-la-onu-que-mas-de-5-000-per-

sonas-fueron-desplazadas-desde-venezuela

RedesAyuda | 15



REPORT 1.0 | DEMOCRACY NOT FOUND

rado, detained for 24 hours while trying to
cover the armed conflict in Apure state. **

Due to the reports, allegations, and inves-
tigative work from FundaRedes, activists
of the organization were victims of threats
and arbitrary detentions. On April 8th, 2021,
Javier Tarazona denounced that the organi-
zation was again an “object of harassment
and criminalization” by Diosdado Cabello. *
More than two months later, on July 3rd, SE-
BIN officials detained Javier Tarazona, Rafael
Tarazona and Omar de Dios Garcia, activists
of FundaRedes.

The activists went to the Public Prosecutor’s
Office of Falcon state to denounce the ha-
rassment they were victims of as State se-
curity officers were showing up at the hotel
where they were staying. After being received
at the Superior Prosecutor’s Office, they were
informed of an arrest warrant against Javier
Tarazona and taken to the SEBIN headquar-
ters in Punto Fijo.

On July 3rd, the activists were presented, ar-
rested, charged with “treason, terrorism, and
incitement to hatred,?® and transferred to the
SEBIN headquarters in El Helicoide, Caracas.
On October 26th, 117 days after the arbitrary
detention, Omar Garcia and Rafael Tarazona
were released with a precautionary measure
of presentation every eight days. On Decem-
ber 31st, 2021, Javier Tarazona completed 182
days of arbitrary arrest in El Helicoide.?”

CLASHES BETWEEN
CRIMINAL GANGS AND
STATE SECURITY FORCES

Popular areas in Venezuela are controlled by
the presence of criminal gangs that keep their
inhabitants in fear. The clashes that began on
July 7th between Special Action Forces and
the criminal band led by Carlos Luis Revete,
alias “El Koki”; Carlos Calderon Martinez, alias
“El Vampi”; and Galvis Ochoa Ruiz, alias “El
Galvis,” figure as an example. These confron-
tations kept businesses closed for days, para-
lyzed public transportation in the affected ar-
eas, mainly Cota 905, and caused the forced
displacement of citizens in this sector.

According to Diario Tal Cual, these clashes
began when members of the gang of alias
“El Koki” shot at El Helicoide and wounded
at least two officers as a response from the
criminals after one of their members (“Loco
Leo”) ended up injured in a shootout with the
police.”®

On July 10th, Carmen Meléndez, Minister of
Interior, Justice, and Peace of the Venezue-
lan regime, offered a balance of the opera-
tion by state security officials: “22 criminals
were killed during the operation.”* Meléndez
assured that only 12 were identified. Howev-
er, the Monitor de Victimas initiative reported
on July 13th that of the deaths announced by
representatives of the regime, “only 4 were
presumed members of the Koki gang” and as-
sured that “other 15 victims had no relation
with the mega-gang and died in extrajudicial
executions or when hit by stray bullets.”*°

24 Tal Cual. (April 1st, 2021). Liberados periodistas y activistas de FundaRedes tras mds de 24 horas detenidos en Apure. [FundaRedes journalists

and activists released after more than 24 hours of detention in Apure.] https://talcualdigital.com/denuncian-desaparicion-de-periodistas-deteni-

dos-mientras-cubrian-conflicto-en-apure/

25 Javier Tarazona. [@javiertarazona). (April 8th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/javiertarazona/status/1380025233684496384

26 Acceso a la Justicia. (July 2nd, 2021). Cronologia del caso de la ONG Fundaredes. [Chronology of the Fundaredes NGO case.] https://accesoala-

justicia.org/cronologia-del-caso-de-la-ong-fundaredes/

27 Provea. [@_provea]. (December 31st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ Provea/status/1476999109185875973

28 Amaya, V. (July 15th, 2021). Diez preguntas aun sin respuesta oficial sobre el operativo en la Cota 905. [Ten questions still unanswered about the
operation at Cota 905.] https://talcualdigital.com/diez-preguntas-aun-sin-respuesta-oficial-sobre-el-operativo-en-la-cota-905/

29 Runrunes. (July 10th, 2021). Gobierno ofrecio balance del operativo policial en la Cota 905. [Government offered balance of the police operation
at Cota 905.] https://runrun.es/noticias/448349/gobierno-ofrecio-balance-del-operativo-policial-en-la-cota-905

30 Runrunes. (July 13th, 2021). #MonitorDeVictimas | 23 muertos en tiroteos de la Cota 905 han sido identificados. [#MonitorDeVictimas |
23 killed in Cota 905 shootings have been identified.] https://runrun.es/monitor-de-victimas/448602/monitordevictimas-23-muertos-en-tiro-

teos-de-la-cota-905-han-sido-identificados
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On July 13th, Jorge Rodriguez, president of
the National Assembly of Nicolds Maduro’s
regime, criminalized and accused the news
media Efecto Cocuyo and Alberto News of be-
ing part of a “communication plan” promot-
ed by opposition leaders Freddy Guevara and
Gilber Caro, to “quickly activate the thugs”*
in reference to the clashes that took place in
the Cota 905 and other popular areas in Ca-
racas. Furthermore, journalist Roman Cama-
cho reported that a group of journalists was
approached by antisocials carrying assault
rifles and mentioned that they were looking
for him and David Glock to “chop them up.”*?

NEGOTIATING PROCESS
IN MEXICO: OPPOSITION
AND THE RULING PARTY

On August 13th, 2021, Mexico welcomed the
delegations of the regime of Nicolas Madu-
ro and the Unitary Platform for the inaugural
act of the negotiation process, which was to
be mediated by Norway. That same day, both
parties signed a document on the points of
the negotiation agenda, which included po-
litical rights, electoral guarantees, lifting of
sanctions, and restoration of active rights.**
After that, the following meetings were held
between the ruling party and the opposition:

1. August 14th and 15th: After the opening
ceremony, according to the Norwegian
representation, both parties held “con-
structive meetings.” On August 15th, Nor-
way issued a joint statement on the ne-
gotiation process.*

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

2. September 3rd to 6th: The first round of
negotiations. The participation of Fred-
dy Guevara, after the departure of Carlos
Vecchio from the negotiating table, at the
request of the regime of Nicolas Maduro,
is noteworthy. On September 6th, Nor-
way published the joint statement on this
first round of negotiations.*

3. September 24th to 27th: The second
round of negotiations between the regime
of Nicolas Maduro and the Unitary Platform
had to begin on September 24th; however,
representatives of the ruling party did not
attend.*® That same day, Delcy Rodriguez
accused the U.S. ambassador, James Sto-
ry, of giving “orders to the colonized and
puppet opposition of Venezuela on what
to do at the Dialogue Table.” **

On September 25th, the second round of
negotiations began, with the incorporation
of Nicolas Maduro Guerra. The delegation of
Nicolas Maduro arrived in Mexico, displaying
posters of Alex Saab.*® Journalist Osmary
Hernandez reported that the statements
from the Prime Minister of Norway in the
framework of the United Nations “caused
discomfort in the delegation of @Nicolas-
Maduro” for which reason they conclud-
ed the round. Norway published the joint
statement on this round of negotiations.*

4. October 17th to 20th: Although the Nor-
wegian representation indicated that the
new round of negotiations between the
regime and the opposition would take
place between October 17th and 20th, it
did not take place after Jorge Rodriguez
announced that the regime’s delegation
would not participate in the dialogue pro-

twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1415048109428670464

31 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (July 13th, 2021). Twitter. https:

32 Romdn Camacho. [@rcamachovzla). (July 13th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/RCamachoVzla/status/1415822669841375235

33 Hurtado, J. (August 14th, 2021). E/ Gobierno de Venezuela y la oposicidn inician un nuevo didlogo en México. [The Venezuelan government
and the opposition begin a new dialogue in Mexico.] https://www.france24.com/es/am%C3%A9rica-latina/20210814-venezuela-nicolas-madu-

ro-oposicion-inician-dialogos-mexico

34 Norway MFA. [@norwaymfa]. (August 15th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/NorwayMFA/status/1427012164087390214

35 Norway MFA. [@norwaymfa]. (September 6th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/NorwayMFA/status/1435070875003465732

36 Osmary Hernandez. [@osmarycnn]. (September 24th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/osmarycnn/status/1441582826516742146

37 Delcy Rodriguez. [@delcyrodriguezv]. (September 24th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/delcyrodriguezv/status/1441537871622639616

38 Osmary Hernandez. [@osmarycnn]. (September 25th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/osmarycnn/status/1441822022485565440

39 Embajada de Noruega [@noruegamexca]. (September 27th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/NoruegaMexCA/status/1442638480367104005
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cess as a form of protest against the extra-
dition of Alex Saab to the United States.*”

REGIONAL AND
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

On Sunday, November 21st, regional elections
were held in Venezuela to renew the execu-
tive and legislative positions of the country’s
23 states and 335 municipalities. This day
was marked not only by the low turnout of
citizens but also by the restrictions placed
on press workers while they were document-
ing the electoral process at polling stations
throughout the country.

IPYS Venezuela reported a total of 48 viola-
tions of freedom of the press during election
day, which translated into arbitrary deten-
tions, restrictions on access to information,
and intimidation of at least 86 press workers
and two human rights defenders in 19 states
of the country, with Portuguesa, Monagas,
and Lara being the states where most cases.
Moreover, Espacio Publico counted a total of
28 cases that resulted in 54 infringements of
freedom of expression in the states of Aragua,
Lara, Tachira, Mérida, Nueva Esparta, Sucre,
Guarico, Portuguesa, Carabobo, Falcén, Boli-
var, Caracas, Trujillo, Monagas, and Cojedes;
with intimidation, harassment and aggression
being “the most repeated acts against media
workers” carried out mainly by officials of the
Plan Republica and the DGCIM.

Among the arbitrary actions that press work-
ers had to face during the regional and mu-
nicipal elections was the refusal by the CNE
to grant credentials to journalists of the me-
dia outlet El Pitazo, as denounced by its di-
rector César Batiz: “until yesterday afternoon,
we were waiting for the CNE credentials for

journalists of @elpitazotv. Once again, they
did not [sic] deny them. It has been like this
since the 2017 constituent. Even so, we con-
tinue to say what others keep silent.””

As denounced by the NGOs /PYS Venezuela
and Espacio Publico, electoral documentation
by press workers was significantly restricted.
For example, in the polling station Granja Os-
car Villanueva school, in Portuguesa state, of-
ficials of Plan Republica prevented journalists
from documenting the moment when candi-
date Antonia Mufoz was exercising her right
to vote.”” The same happened in Carabobo
state, where Plan Republica officials prevent-
ed the press from having access to document
the moment the candidate for governor of this
state, Javier Bertucci, was exercising his right
to vote.”

Likewise, in Anzoategui state, journalists of the
media Primicias Uno, Megavision, EL Tigrense,
Reporte Informativo and other digital portals
were prevented from entering the José Gil
Fortoul voting center.”* In Caracas, journalist
Luis Gonzalo Pérez denounced that officials of
the DGCIM forced journalists and citizens who
were at the voting center of the Andrés Bello
Municipal School, in Chacao, to delete material
from their equipment under threats of taking
“the necessary actions” if they did not do so.*®

EUROPEAN UNION
ELECTORAL
OBSERVATION MISSION
IN VENEZUELA

Since October 28th, a delegation of 44 mem-
bers of the European Union spread across the
23 states to observe the electoral process in
the regional and municipal elections. On No-

40 Osmary Herndndez. [@osmarycnn]. (October 16th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/osmarycnn/status/1449516673434857479

41 César Batiz. [@cbatiz]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/CBatiz/status/1462445328112787461

42 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462478998747983876

43 Heberlizeth Gonzélez. [@heberlizeth]. (November 21st, 20211). Twitter. https://twitter.com/Heberlizeth/status/1462478379601571841
44 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462543409449734153

45 Luis Gonzalo Pérez. [@luisgonzaloprz]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/luisgonzaloprz/status/1462524001700429826
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vember 23rd, the delegation issued a prelimi-
nary statement highlighting the follow:*®

* The electoral process showed the per-
sistence of structural deficiencies, al-
though electoral conditions improved
compared to the three previous national
elections.

*  Among the deficiencies are widely criti-
cized judicial decisions that have affected
the elections’ fairness by replacing some
parties’ executive committees and hand-
ing over their electoral cards to internal
factions that used them to run in the polls.

* There was the arbitrary political disqualifi-
cation of opposition candidates, the wide-
spread use of state resources in the cam-
paign, and unequal access to the media.

 The restricted access to fuel, the exten-
sive use of State resources, and the de-
livery of goods such as food packages and
gas or water canisters affected the level
playing field in the electoral campaign.

* The PSUV showed a dominant and dispro-
portionately favorable coverage on state
television and significant coverage on mon-
itored private radio and television stations.

« The constant presence of the PSUV
vice-president in the state media, in which
he directed fiery attacks against political
opponents and even against the highest
authorities of the CNE.

e Election day was marred by significant de-
lays in opening and closing polling stations
and voter coercion accusations. EU ob-
servers witnessed the installation of PSUV

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

voter control devices (“puntos rojos”) in all
23 states and the capital district, despite
the CNE’s explicit prohibition.

On November 24th, after news media Moni-
toreamos published an article in which they
reviewed how Diosdado Cabello lashed out
against the head of the European Union
Electoral Observation Mission, Isabel San-
tos.”” Cabello called them “defamers” in his
program Con El Mazo Dando, broadcasted by
the state channel VTV. “That is the headline
they put. Look, here is a thing called Monito-
reamos. ‘Diosdado Cabello lashed out against
Isabel Santos’; how subtle these people from
Monitoreamos, right? They defame everyone
who comes to them, attacking the govern-
ment, but then they say I’'m lashing out. No,
I’'m telling the truth. And with the truth, |
neither offend nor fear.”*®

RADIO STATIONS AND
SHOWS CENSORED
IN BARINAS STATE

After the victory of the opposition candidate
for governor of Barinas state, Freddy Super-
lano, a series of arbitrary measures against
radio stations in the state resulted in the
closure of media and radio shows. On No-
vember 25th, because of coercion by the
Mayor’s Office of Sabaneta, the programs
Magazine Play and Sabaneta Noticias were
removed from the programming schedule of
Play 1011 FM radio station*® after the direc-
tor of the station and host of both programs,
Roger Castellanos, announced that the win-
ner of the elections in the state was Freddy
Superlano.

46 Mision de Observacion Electoral de la Unién Europea - Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela. (November 23rd, 2021). DECLARACION PRELIMINAR:
Un retorno a la mesa electoral de la mayoria de las fuerzas politicas con mejoras en las condiciones electorales, aunque con persistentes deficiencias
estructurales. [PRELIMINARY STATEMENT: A return to the electoral field of most political forces with improvements in electoral conditions, although

with persistent structural deficiencies.] https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/declaracion_preliminar_venezuela 2021 final es.pdf

47 Monitoreamos. (November 24th, 2021). Diosdado Cabello arremetié contra Isabel Santos y rechazé que la UE regrese en enero. [Diosdado
Cabello lashed out at Isabel Santos and rejected the EU’s return in January.] https://monitoreamos.com/destacado/diosdado-cabello-arremetio-con-

tra-isabel-santos-y-rechazo-que-la-ue-regrese-en-enero

48 Espacio Publico. (November 26th, 2021). Diosdado Cabello acusé de difamadores al portal web Monitoreamos. [Diosdado Cabello accused the
web portal Monitoreamos of defamation.] https://espaciopublico.ong/diosdado-cabello-acuso-de-difamadores-al-portal-web-monitoreamos

49 Espacio Publico. (November 29th, 2021). Por presion de la alcaldia cierran dos programas de radio en Barinas. [Because of pressure from the
Mayor’s Office, two radio programs were closed in Barinas.] https://espaciopublico.ong/por-presion-de-la-alcaldia-cierran-dos-programas-de-radio-

en-barinas/
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On November 27th, CONATEL officials arbi-
trarily shut down Monumental 94.1 FM radio
station,”® owned by Nelson Garcia Mora, may-
or-elect of the entity, in the November 21st
elections. Subsequently, on December 2nd, the
NGO Espacio Publico reported that three radio
programs, La Barinas Que Queremos, Noticiero
Impacto and Impacto Electoral, were taken off
the air after CONATEL officials threatened to
close Impacto 1071 FM in Barinas “if they did
not tone down their programming.”*

It becomes essential to mention that the TSJ
of Nicolas Maduro’s regime disqualified the
winning candidate Freddy Superlano and set
January 9th, 2022, as the new date for citi-
zens to elect a new governor in the entity. **

ATTACKS ON MEDIA

OUTLETS

The media outlet VPI TV reported in a press
release on January 8th, 2021, that an opera-
tion of CONATEL and SENIAT officials showed
up at its headquarters located in La Alta
Florida and Los Dos Caminos, in Caracas, to
inspect the facilities, interrogate its staff and
request operational and administrative in-
formation. “They even requested passwords
for the transmission processes and also re-
viewed emails (...),”** the press release stat-
ed. Since the officials seized valuable and
fundamental equipment for the media and
its journalistic work, they announced they
had to cease operations in Venezuela mo-
mentarily.

DIARIO EL PANORAMA

On January 8th, 2021, the SENIAT closed for
five days the headquarters of the newspa-
per Panorama in Maracaibo, Zulia state, un-
der the argument of “non-compliance with
formal duties of the tax laws.” In a press re-
lease, the newspaper denounced that this
action “does not include the exercise of the
right and duty to inform, which is a funda-
mental right protected by the National Con-
stitution (CRBV).”**

EFECTO COCUYO

On February 10th, 2021, Diosdado Cabello, in
his TV show Con El Mazo Dando, suggested
to the Public Prosecutor’s Office to open an
investigation against the news media Efecto
Cocuyo,” because of a tweet in which they
quoted a report on “the alleged presence of
former leaders of the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC) with military
clothing and weapons in Venezuelan territo-
ry.”ss

EL NACIONAL

In 2015, Diosdado Cabello filed a lawsuit
against the media outlets El Nacional, Diario
Tal Cual, and La Patilla after they published
an ABC article in which Cabello was accused
of being linked to drug trafficking. Subse-
quently, in 2018, the regime’s TSJ forced El
Nacional to pay the amount of 1,000 million
bolivars as compensation, issuing a final
judgment and declaring the claim for “moral
damage” issued by the vice-president of the
PSUV to be admissible.

50 Linares, W. (November 28th, 2021). Conatel cierra de Monumental 94.1 FM en Santa Bdrbara de Barinas. [Conatel closes Monumental 94.1 FM
in Santa Barbara de Barinas.] https://efectococuyo.com/politica/conatel-cierra-de-monumental-94-1-fm-en-santa-barbara-de-barinas/

51 Espacio Publico. (December 2nd, 2021). Tres programas fuera del aire en Barinas por presion de Conatel. [Three programs off the air in Barinas

due to pressure from Conatel.] https://espaciopublico.ong/tres-programas-fuera-del-aire-en-barinas-por-presion-de-conatel/
52 BBC News Mundo. (November 30th, 2021). Barinas: el Tribunal Supremo de Justicia de Venezuela ordena la repeticion de las elecciones en el
estado natal de Hugo Chdvez. [Barinas: Venezuelan Supreme Court of Justice orders the repetition of elections in Hugo Chavez’ home state.] https://

www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-59472044

53 VPITV. [@vpitv]. (January 8th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/VPITV/status/1347667989026529281

54 Espacio Publico. (January 8th, 2021). SENIAT clausuré por cinco dias las sede del diario Panorama. [SENIAT closed the offices of the newspaper
Panorama for five days.] https://espaciopublico.ong/seniat-clausuro-por-cinco-dias-las-sede-del-diario-panorama/

55 Con El Mazo Dando. (January 9th, 2021). YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ae2DnQWxi7Y
56 Efecto Cocuyo. (Februrary 11th, 2021). Diosdado Cabello sugiere al Ministerio Publico abrir averiguacion contra Efecto Cocuyo. [Diosdado Cabel-
lo suggests the Public Prosecutor’s Office to open an investigation against Efecto Cocuyo.] https://efectococuyo.com/la-humanidad/diosdado-cabel-

lo-sugiere-al-ministerio-publico-abrir-averiguacion-contra-efecto-cocuyo/
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However, it was not until April 16th, 2021,
that the TSJ ordered the judicial index-
ation of the amount established in 2018,
for which El Nacional had to pay more than
US$13 million to Diosdado Cabello.”” Given
this situation, Cabello threatened the news
media with foreclosure of their assets if
they did not pay in cash. “If you do not pay
in cash, we have to foreclose the assets
to compensate the damages because | do
have morals,”*® he said in his show Con El
Mazo Dando. On May 14th, the headquar-
ters of El Nacional was seized.

MIAMI HERALD, REVISTA SEMANA,

NEW YORK TIMES AND NTN24

In March 2021, Nicolas Maduro called the
international media Miami Herald, Revista
Semana, and New York Times “garbage” and
“sewer,” due to their publications on health
issues in Venezuela. In his statements, he
assured that “whoever messes with Vene-
zuela would have to deal with the conse-
quences.”®?

Subsequently, in November, Maduro called
the news media NTN24 a “sewer” after they
published an article on the position adopt-
ed by the United States regarding the re-
gional and municipal elections of Novem-
ber 21st. Maduro expressed that “NTN24 is
the sewer of Alvaro Uribe Vélez, and nor-
mally launches attacks, lies and #fakenews
against progressive governments.”®°

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

DIARIO EL TIEMPO, AGENCIA COJEDENA

DE INVESTIGACION, COJEDES
ES NOTICAS AND REPORTEYA

Mario Silva, host of the show La Hojilla,
broadcasted on the state channel VTV, sub-
jected media outlets Diario El Tiempo, Agen-
cia Cojederia de Investigacién, Cojedes es
Noticias and ReporteYA to public scorn, men-
tioning them as to how “journalism cannot
be done”. Likewise, he called the media Dia-
rio El Tiempo “shameless” and “bums.”®

ATTACKS ON NGOs
AND HUMAN RIGHTS
ACTIVISTS

In April 2021, Official Gazette No. 42,098 was
published, which established that the National
Office against Organized Crime and Financing
of Terrorism®” would be the governing body in
charge of “designing, planning, structuring, for-
mulating and executing the public policies and
strategies of the State against organized crime
and financing of terrorism (...).”

According to the NGO Acceso a la Justicia,
NGOs would be obliged to register in the In-
tegrated System of Non-Governmental Orga-
nizations, and only those registered “would
be recognized as legal by the National Gov-
ernment,”®® so they could receive interna-
tional donations, according to the conditions
set by Nicolas Maduro’s regime. Likewise, Ac-
ceso a La Justicia expressed that this new

57 El Nacional. (April 16th, 2021). E/ régimen ordena a El Nacional pago de aproximadamente 13 millones de ddlares por indemnizacion a Diosdado
Cabello por dafio moral. [The regime orders El Nacional to pay approximately US$13 million in compensation to Diosdado Cabello for moral dam-

ages.] https://www.elnacional.com/venezuela/el-regimen-ordena-a-el-nacional-pago-de-aproximadamente-13-millones-de-dolares-por-indemni-

zacion-a-diosdado-cabello-por-dano-moral/

58 Infobae. (April 22nd, 2021). Diosdado Cabello amenazd con ejecutar los bienes del diario El Nacional si no le paga la millonaria indemnizacion
impuesta por la justicia chavista. [Diosdado Cabello threatened to foreclose on the assets of the newspaper El Nacional if it does not pay the
million-dollar indemnity imposed by the Chavista justice system.] https://www.infobae.com/america/venezuela/2021/04/22/diosdado-cabel-

lo-amenazo-con-ejecutar-los-bienes-del-diario-el-nacional-si-no-le-paga-la-millonaria-indemnizacion-impuesta-por-la-justicia-chavista/

59 |IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (March 16th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1371983327402586113

60 NTN24. (November 16th, 2021). Maduro cargé contra NTN24 por publicar posiciones de Estados Unidos sobre elecciones regionales. [Maduro
charged against NTN24 for publishing U.S. positions on regional elections.] https://www.ntn24.com/america-latina/venezuela/maduro-cargo-con-

tra-ntn24-por-publicar-posiciones-de-estados-unidos-388032

61 IPYS Venezuela. (August 23rd, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Cuatro medios atacados por Mario Silva por abordaje informativo de primarias del PSUV.
[Alerta IPYSve | Four media outlets attacked by Mario Silva for their informative approach to the PSUV primary elections] https://ipysvenezuela.org/
alerta/alerta-ipysve-cuatro-medios-atacados-por-mario-silva-por-abordaje-informativo-de-primarias-del-psuv/

62 Gaceta Oficial N° 42.098. (March 30th, 2021). https://www.ojdt.com.ve/archivos/gacetas/2021-04/42098.pdf

63 Acceso a la Justicia. (May 6th, 2021). Siete preguntas sobre el proyecto de Ley de Cooperacién Internacional. [Seven questions about the Interna-
tional Cooperation Bill.] https://accesoalajusticia.org/siete-preguntas-sobre-proyecto-ley-de-cooperacion-internacional/
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maneuver from the regime “seeks to control
the sources of financing received by NGOs
from abroad, with the possible intention of
hindering (...) international assistance and
other activities carried out by these associa-
tive entities in Venezuela”

RAFAEL UZCATEGUI

On January 13th, 2021, Diosdado Cabello,
vice-president of the PSUV, expressed in his
show Con El Mazo Dando that an investigation
should be opened against the coordinator
of the NGO Provea, Rafael Uzcategui. “I ask
Ameliach that this gentleman demonstrates
in court that the PSUV has received a penny
from these people (...) So that a complaint
is opened, and this gentleman demonstrates
that we received that money,” he expressed.
This threat comes after Uzcategui highlight-
ed in a tweet that the PSUV benefited from
funds from the British government.®*

AZUL POSITIVO

On January 12th, 2021, officers of the DG-
CIM showed up at the headquarters of the
organization Azul Positivo, in Zulia state,
claiming that they were carrying out “an
administrative investigation,” which, after
six hours, resulted in the confiscation of
work equipment and the arbitrary deten-
tion of five of its members, without being
allowed to speak to their lawyers or family
members.®® On January 14th, the 4th Con-
trol Court of Zulia State ordered the impris-
onment of the NGO workers and charged
them with “crimes of fraudulent handling
of analogous instruments, criminal asso-
ciation, and money laundering.”®® After al-
most 30 days of arbitrary detention, they

were released under a precautionary mea-
sure of presentation in court every 30 days.

CNP SUCRE SECTION

On November 29th, the National College of
Journalists (CNP) headquarters, Sucre sec-
tion, was arbitrarily occupied by PNB offi-
cers,”” who also denied access to the jour-
nalists once they were in the place. Mdnica
Salazar, general secretary of the CNP, in-
formed that on November 30th, they de-
nounced this fact before the Public Prosecu-
tor’s Office in the city of Cumana; however,
they were only given a certificate that they
had gone to the Public Prosecutor’s Office,
denying them a copy of the claim. On Mon-
day, November 29th, at night, the fagade was
painted with the PNB’s Directorate Against
Organized Crime logo.

IACHR SPECIAL
RAPPORTEUR
CONDEMNS ATTACKS
AGAINST HUMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS
AND JOURNALISTS

The Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights (IACHR) and its Office of the Special
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression con-
demned the attacks against journalists, me-
dia, and human rights defenders. They called
on the State to “foster an environment free
of hostilities and respect for fundamental
freedoms.” Among the points recorded by
the IACHR, the following stand out:®®

64 Rafael Uzcategui. [@fanzinero]. (January 9th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/fanzinero/status/1347904223544016896

65 Acceso a la Justicia. (January 14th, 2021). Cronologia del caso de la ONG Azul Positivo. [Timeline of the Azul Positivo NGO case.] https://accesoa-

lajusticia.org/cronologia-del-caso-de-la-ong-azul-positivo/

66 Espacio Publico. [@espaciopublico]. (January 14th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/espaciopublico/status/1349883055108972544

67 IPYS Venezuela. (December 3rd, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Cuerpos de seguridad del Estado toman sede del CNP en Sucre. [Alerta IPYSve | State
security forces take over the CNP headquarters in Sucre.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-cuerpos-de-seguridad-del-estado-toman-

sede-del-cnp-en-sucre/

68 OEA. (February 5th, 2021). La CIDH y su RELE condenan ataques contra personas defensoras de derechos humanos y periodistas, y advierten
sobre cierre de los espacios democrdticos en Venezuela. [The IACHR and its SR condemn attacks against human rights defenders and journalists, and
warn about the closure of democratic spaces in Venezuela.] https://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/isForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/025.

asp
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Raids on the headquarters of several me-
dia outlets, human rights and human-
itarian action organizations, including
the raid on the head office of the NGO
Azul Positivo and the arbitrary detention
of five of its members, the searches on
the two headquarters of the media outlet
VPl TV in Caracas, which resulted in the
temporary cessation of its operations in
the country, and the closure of the news
outlet Diario Panorama.

The increase in stigmatizing speeches
and allegations against human rights de-
fenders in Venezuela by high-level State
authorities. In this regard, on January
13th, during a television program broad-
cast, a congressman described human
rights organizations as “instruments to
destabilize the people.”

An escalation of stigmatization from
some pages and official accounts in so-
cial media aimed at delegitimizing the
work of the media for receiving interna-
tional cooperation resources.

The constant statements insinuating that
journalists are “enemies of the State” or
“internal enemies” because of their for-
eign funding.

There was Concern for the announce-
ment made by the Minister of Interior and
Justice, Carmen Meléndez, on December
14th, 2020, regarding the shipwreck that
occurred in the strait located between
Venezuela and the island of Trinidad in
the same month, known as the “Ship-
wreck of Giiria” where 33 people died.
The Minister said: “we opened an investi-
gation against the media that spread ex-
tremist information, which curiously and
strangely preceded the investigation re-
sults.”

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

THE IAPA OPPOSES
SYSTEMATIC VIOLENCE
AGAINST JOURNALISTS

In April 2021, the Inter-American Press As-
sociation (IAPA) denounced the systematic
violence by the regime of Nicolas Maduro to-
wards journalism in Venezuela, considering
that abuses and judicial harassment against
press workers have intensified. In the report
issued by the IAPA, the following aspects
stand out:®®

* Most of the media that spread critical in-
formation have migrated to the Internet.
However, through telecommunication
companies, the government blocks the
pages according to what they consider
harmful news for the Revolution. These
are discretionary, punctual, and tempo-
rary blockings.

* On the street, intimidation of journal-
ists is a permanent constant. There are
countless cases of threats, equipment
theft, kidnappings, and physical aggres-
sion by the different repressive organs of
the State, “colectivos”, and armed para-
military groups protected and employed
by the government.

* The National Assembly, fraudulently
elected on January 5th by the regime,
announced that it would draft a law to
regulate social networks and establish a
penal definition of treason.

69 Sociedad Interamericana de Prensa. (April 28th, 2021). La SIP denuncia violencia sistemdtica contra el periodismo en Venezuela. [IAPA denounc-
es systematic violence against journalism in Venezuela.] https://www.sipiapa.org/notas/1214540-la-sip-denuncia-violencia-sistematica-contra-el-pe-

riodismo-venezuela
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CASES IN WHICH
JOURNALISTIC
WORK IS VIOLATED
AND RESTRICTED

The informative labors of press workers are
increasingly facing violent and arbitrary ac-
tions that jeopardize rights such as freedom
of the press, freedom of expression, and ac-
cess to information, including restrictions on
fundamental rights and liberties such as the
right to free transit, access to essential public
services and even the right to due process.

A total of 93 cases were documented during
the year 2021, in which at least 113 press
workers faced violent actions such as arbi-
trary detentions, threats, harassment, physi-
calandverbal aggression, attacks perpetrated
by officials of state security forces, workers

of state companies, civilians belonging to ir-
regular armed groups, also known as “colec-
tivos,” and public officials, who, protected by
the Venezuelan regime, aimed at hindering
the informative work of press workers, as a
way of further reinforcing censorship.

PERPETRATORS 2021

State security forces 50

Workers of State-owned companies 20

Armed civilians belonging to irregular

CASES

JAN
FEB
MAR
APR
MAY
JUN
JUL
AUG
SEP
OCT
NOV
DEC

0 5 10

armed groups (colectivos) 3
Unidentified 12
Public officials 8
J

15 20 25 30

TOTAL CASES 9 3 TOTAL JOURNALISTS AFFECTED 1 1 3
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JANUARY

LIDEL DONAIRE - FAMOSA

90.3 FM (Monday 4th):

Officers of the National Bolivarian Police pre-
vented the transit of journalist Lidel Donaire™
when he was on his way to work at the ra-
dio station Famosa 90.3 FM, even though he
had accreditation. The incident occurred at a
police checkpoint on the Intercomunal San
Fernando-Biruaca avenue in Apure state.

RICARDO TARAZONA - QUE PASA

EN VENEZUELA (Friday 15th):

Ricardo Tarazona, a journalist for the news
media Qué Pasa En Venezuela, was intimi-
dated by officers of the PNB when he was
covering a peaceful protest of the education
workers in Venezuela in San Felipe, Yaracuy
state. One of the officers photographed him,
while a female officer approached him to
threaten him while trying to take statements
from the demonstrators.

DANIEL BLANCO - ABC

NEWS (Friday 28th):

The audiovisual producer of ABC News,
Daniel Blanco, denounced that a worker of
the car dealership Makinas Auto Sales for-
bade him to record the facade of the deal-
ership, located on Tamanaco Avenue, in Ca-
racas. In addition, the worker asked him to
delete all the graphic material of the place
recorded up to that moment. Upon the
producer’s refusal, the man assured him
that he was a SEBIN officer and threatened
to take him to El Helicoide™ because the
dealership belonged to this State securi-
ty force and was “untouchable for journal-

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

ists;” therefore, Blanco decided to delete
all the material.”

ALEJANDRO HERNANDEZ - LA

GRAN ALDEA (Friday 28th):

The deputy to the National Assembly of Nicolas
Maduro’s regime, José Brito, stated that he
opened an investigation process against the
journalist and director of the media outlet Lo
Gran Aldea, Alejandro Hernandez,” accusing
him of being “the alleged figurehead” of Prim-
ero Justicia’s coordinator Julio Borges.

FEBRUARY

RICARDO TARAZONA - QUE PASA

EN VENEZUELA (Monday 1st):

Journalist Ricardo Tarazona, of news me-
dia Qué Pasa En Venezuela, was verbal-
ly attacked by members of the community
kitchen Casa de Alimentacion of the Menca
de Leoni urbanization, in Yaracuy state. Tara-
zona was at the place requesting informa-
tion regarding complaints by the sector’s
residents, who claimed they were receiving
spoiled and expired food. However, the jour-
nalist was threatened by one of the people
at the place, who told him, “we are calling
the police and the Community Council; we
know who you are so that you don’t come
over here anymore.”™

JADES DELGADO - CARAOTA

DIGITAL (Tuesday 2nd):

The journalist of the Caraota Digital media,
Jades Delgado, was forced by unidentified al-
leged security personnel to delete the news

70 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (January 4th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1346077273225617408

71 Daniel Blanco. [@danielblancopaz]. (January 28th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/DanielBlancoPaz/status/1354835940037042178

72 IPYS Venezuela. (February 5th, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Productor audiovisual de ABC News fue amenazado con ser detenido en El Helicoide. [Aler-
ta IPYSve | ABC News audiovisual producer was threatened with being incarcerated in El Helicoide.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-
productor-audiovisual-de-abc-news-fue-amenazado-con-ser-detenido-en-el-helicoide/

73 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (January 28th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1354834791917563907

74 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela). (February 1st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1356379402645467142
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material he had recorded on his cell phone™
while doing a news report on the COVID-19
pandemic outside the Instituto Auténomo
Hospital Universitario de Los Andes (IAHU-
LA). They also threatened to confiscate the
vehicle in which he was traveling.

LUIS GONZALO PEREZ -

NTN24 (Tuesday 2nd):

The National College of Journalists (CNP)
denounced that subjects on motorcycles
escorting a vehicle on the Francisco Fa-
jardo highway in Caracas pointed firearms
at several drivers and bystanders, among
them, the journalist of NTN24 media Luis
Gonzalo Pérez.™

KEVIN ARTEAGA - EL

CARABOBENO (Thursday 4th):

On January 19th, a commission of the CICPC
arrived at the headquarters of the El Cara-
bobeno media outlet requesting the per-
sonal data of journalist Kevin Arteaga at the
request of the Public Prosecutor’s Office.””
Subsequently, on January 29th, officers of
the FAES and PNB arrived at the headquar-
ters of the media outlet to deliver a sum-
mons to the journalist in which they asked
him to attend the Public Prosecutor’s Office
on Thursday, February 4th, to testify “as an
investigated person.” On Wednesday, Febru-
ary 3rd, Arteaga warned about this proce-
dure: “We do not know the motives, and it
could be an intimidation attack for my work
in @el_carabobeno and other media,” he said
on his Twitter account.™

On February 4th, Arteaga went to the Cara-
bobo state Public Prosecutor’s Office along
with his lawyer, Luis Armando Betancourt,
a member of the NGO Foro Penal. Betan-
court explained that the process was a “judi-
cial assistance requested by the First Court
of Carabobo” due to a report published by
the journalist in El Carabobefio,” in which
he documented a series of statements and
complaints from a community. Arteaga is
currently in exile.

ROBERTO DENIZ - ARMANDOINFO

(Tuesday 23rd):

The deputy for the National Assembly of
Nicolas Maduro’s regime, José Brito, called
the journalist of the investigative media Ar-
mandolnfo, Roberto Deniz, a “hitman.”®® Ac-
cording to IPYS Venezuela, this is not the
first time Brito has attacked the journalist.
Previously, on Monday, February 8th, he had
expressed that the journalist was “Leopoldo
Lépez’s puppet.”

BLEIMA MARQUEZ - LA NACION

WEB (Tuesday 23rd):

A GNB officer tried to block the transit of
Bleima Marquez, a journalist of the news
journal La Nacidn Web, on Rotaira Avenue in
San Cristobal, Tachira state.®® With a hos-
tile and threatening attitude, the guard told
her, “you won’t go through,” while handling
his weapon.

75 IPYS Venezuela. (June 6th, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Periodistas siguieron siendo atacados y limitados en mayo en medio de coberturas informati-
vas. [Alerta IPYSve | Journalists continued to be attacked and limited in May while covering news events.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ip-
ysve-periodistas-siguieron-siendo-atacados-y-limitados-en-mayo-en-medio-de-coberturas-informativas/

76 CNP Caracas. [@cnpcaracas]. (February 2nd, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/CNPCaracas/status/1356801389255655424

77 Efecto Cocuyo. (February 3rd, 2021). Citan a periodista de EIl Carabobefio a Fiscalia en «calidad de investigado». [El Carabobefio journalist is
summoned to the Prosecutor’s Office as «person under investigation.»] https://efectococuyo.com/la-humanidad/citan-a-periodista-de-el-carabobe-

no-a-fiscalia-en-calidad-de-investigado/

78 Kevin Artega. [@kevinarteaga]. (February 3rd 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/KevinArteaga/status/1357094843131060226

79 Blanco, D. (February 4th, 2021). Investigacidn en contra de redactor de El Carabobefio es por la cobertura de una protesta. [Investigation against
the editor of El Carabobefio is due to the coverage of a protest.] El Carabobefio. https://www.el-carabobeno.com/investigacion-redactor-de-el-cara-

bobeno-protesta/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter

80 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (February 23rd, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1364388122226790400

81 SNTP Venezuela. [@sntpvenezuela]. (February 22nd, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/sntpvenezuela/status/1363986462694326273
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JESUS GAZZANEO - ULTIMAS

NOTICIAS EN VARGAS (Sunday 28th):

Yhojana D’Auria, head of the press office of
the Governor’s Office of La Guaira state (for-
merly Vargas state), evicted JesUs Gazzaneo,
journalist of Ultimas Noticias, as he was in
the press area covering military and civic pa-
rade in honor of José Maria Espafa. D’Auria
forced the journalist to leave, arguing that
the site “was for official media only.”#?

MARCH

LUIS LOPEZ - LA VERDAD DE

VARGAS (Monday 8th):

The journalist of La Verdad Vargas media out-
let, Luis Lépez, was arbitrarily detained by of-
ficers of the GNB after Lépez refused to de-
lete the audiovisual material he had recorded
about a demonstration for Women’s Day®* that
was taking place in front of the headquarters
of the state security forces. A struggle ensued
between the journalist, the demonstrators, and
one of the officers. The latter was responsible
for snatching Lopez’s telephone and forcibly
detaining him. Lopez was handcuffed for more
than four hours in the Urban Security Detach-
ment in Maiquetia, La Guaira state (formerly
Vargas state), together with ordinary prisoners.
Upon his release, the GNB officers returned his
phone with water damage and unusable.®*

JHONATTAN PETIT - SUPER

STEREO 94.5 FM (Friday 12th):

The bodyguards of the mayor of Miranda mu-
nicipality, in Falcon state, Pablo Segundo Acos-
ta, harassed and prevented journalist Jhonat-

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

tan Petit from entering Super Stereo 94.5 FM,
% even though Petit was on his way to his job
at the radio station. The guards accused him
of having a false ID card. According to SNTP
Venezuela, Pablo Acosta later contacted the
journalist to apologize for the situation.

ROSIBEL GONZALEZ (Tuesday 16th):

The independent journalist dedicated to
covering crime incidents, Rosibel Gonzalez,
denounced via Twitter account that she re-
ceived death threats from the Bello Monte
Morgue head of security,®® formally known as
the National Headquarters of Medicine and
Forensic Science, Richard La Rosa. Gonzalez
denounced that, at first, he threatened to
beat her while she was taking statements
from the relatives of some of the deceased
at the site; last, the officer told her that “next
time, you will not tell the story.”

JOSE RICARDO HERNANDEZ - DIARIO

LA CALLE (Wednesday 17th):

A CICPC officer harassed journalist José Ri-
cardo Hernandez, of Diario La Calle news
media, while he was covering a shootout in
the sector El Puente del Ahorcado, in Valen-
cia, Carabobo state. The officer approached
Hernandez to cover the camera with his hand
while trying to snatch the phone away from
him, asking the journalist what he was doing
in the area.?”

KEVIN ARTEAGA - EL

CARABOBENO (Tuesday 30th):

Kevin Arteaga, a journalist of the media El
Carabobefo, was intimidated by officers of
the PNB when he was doing journalistic work

82 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (March 1st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1366384860546408448

83 Impacto Venezuela. [@impactove]. (February 8th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ImpactoVE/status/1368950575895830529

84 IPYS Venezuela. (March 11th, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Reportero de La Verdad de Vargas fue detenido mientras cubria protesta por el Dia de la
Mujer. [Alerta IPYSve | Reporter from La Verdad de Vargas was detained while covering a Women’s Day protest.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/
alerta-ipysve-reportero-de-la-verdad-de-vargas-fue-detenido-mientras-cubria-protesta-por-el-dia-de-la-mujer/

85 SNTP Venezuela. [@sntpvenezuela]. (March 12th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/sntpvenezuela/status/1370469525578264576

86 Rosibel Gonzélez. [@rosibelcgv]. (March 16th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/RosibelCGV/status/1371834179982405636

87 Espacio Publico. (March 18th, 2021). Funcionario del Cicpc intimidd a periodista del diario La Calle. [Officer of the Cicpc intimidated journalist of
the newspaper La Calle.] https://espaciopublico.ong/funcionario-del-cicpc-intimido-a-periodista-del-diario-la-calle/
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at the Santa Ana service station on Universi-
dad avenue in Naguanagua, Carabobo state.
The officers aggressively asked him to get out
of the vehicle and photographed his identity
card. They also demanded that the journalist
had to delete the material he had recorded;
however, Arteaga refused. “I showed them
that | took several statements and that none
of the shots showed police officers, and, al-
though they did not ask me for my phone
number anymore, they insisted on asking me
what | was doing at the gas station and what
| was going to report,” he expressed to IPYS
Venezuela.®®

LUIS GONZALO PEREZ AND RAFAEL

HERNANDEZ - NTN24 (Wednesday 31st):

The journalists of NTN24 media, Luis Gon-
zalo Pérez and Rafael Hernandez were arbi-
trarily detained by officers of the GNB in La
Victoria, Apure state.?” The reporters were
with two activists of the NGO FundaRedes to
document the armed conflict between the
Venezuelan army and dissidents of the FARC,
which has forced more than 5,700 Venezue-
lans to move to Arauquita, Colombia, since
the beginning of these clashes on March
21st, 2021.

The media outlet NTN24 denounced on the
night of March 31st that the GNB detained
both journalists and warned that at around
4:00 p.m., they lost communication with
them.?® On Thursday, April 1st, several orga-
nizations and media denounced the disap-
pearance of Luis Gonzalo Pérez and Rafael
Hernandez, along with activists Didégenes Ti-
rado and Juan Carlos Salazar. That same day,
after more than 20 hours in detention, the
media outlet announced on Twitter that the

four were released. On Saturday, April 3rd,
the journalists recounted what happened in
a video broadcast by NTN24,°" in which they
assured that they were detained when they
went to the GNB command to obtain autho-
rization to gather information in the area.
Furthermore, they stated that the officers
did not give back their work equipment, in-
cluding cameras and cell phones.

On the other hand, after what happened with
the journalists, Diosdado Cabello threatened
in his television show Con El Mazo Dando,
the journalists who documented the conflict
in Apure state, assuring that “whoever goes
in there to play the enemy’s game must be
considered an enemy. It is not true that they
are going to cover the news; no, they are go-
ing to sow hatred (...) and discord against the
Bolivarian National Armed Forces, against the
Bolivarian Government, and make the world
believe that the Colombian Government is
the one that is helping Venezuelans.”®?

APRIL

JOSE RAFAEL RAMIREZ (Monday 5th):

Journalist José Rafael Ramirez and his daugh-
ter were arbitrarily detained for at least one
hour at the Hospital Brigade of the Aragua
State Police at the Central Hospital of Mara-
cay®® after Ramirez took photographs of the
facade of the health center for his daughter’s
university work on the COVID-19 pandemic.
An officer informed them that they were un-
der arrest because it was forbidden to take
photographs of the hospital and that this
was an order of the state’s governor.

88 Blanco, D. (April 31st, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Equipo de prensa de El Carabobefio fue intimidado por funcionarios de la PNB. [ Alerta IPYSve | EI
Carabobefio press team was intimidated by officers of the PNB.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-equipo-de-prensa-de-el-carabobe-

no-fue-intimidado-por-funcionarios-de-la-pnb/

89 IPYS Venezuela. (April 1st, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Liberados los dos periodistas y los dos activistas que fueron detenidos y desaparecidos por la
GNB en Apure. [Alerta IPYSve | Release of the two journalists and two activists who were detained and disappeared by the GNB in Apure.] https://ip-
ysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-liberados-los-dos-periodistas-y-los-dos-activistas-que-fueron-detenidos-y-desaparecidos-por-la-gnb-en-apure/

90 NTN24. [@ntn24ve]. (March 31st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/NTN24ve/status/1377454219029057538

91 NTN24. [@ntn24ve]. (April 3rd, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/NTN24/status/1378502366979354624
92 Espacio Publico. (April 8th, 2021). Diosdado Cabello amenazd a periodistas que cubran conflicto en Apure. [Diosdado Cabello threatened journal-
ists covering the conflict in Apure.] https://espaciopublico.ong/diosdado-cabello-amenazo-a-periodistas-que-cubran-conflicto-en-apure/

93 IPYS Venezuela [@ipysvenezuela]. (April 5th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1379122194001891328
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MARIANGELA GARCIA - DIARIO

NOTIFALCON (Tuesday 6th):

Officers of the GNB prevented journalist Mar-
iangela Garcia, of the news media NotiFalcon,
from recording and taking photographs of a
hit-and-run®* that occurred at the Texaco
service station, Carirubana municipality, in
the city of Punto Fijo, Falcon state. In addi-
tion, they took her credentials and tried to
take photographs of her.

CARLOS ANDRES MONSALVE -

PUNTO DE CORTE (Sunday 11th):

Journalist Carlos Andrés Monsalve, of the
media Punto de Corte, denounced that body-
guards of the mayor of the municipality of
Piar, in Bolivar state, detained him and took
him to a warehouse where they inspected
him.?* The incident occurred when Monsalve
was about to bring breakfast to his sister
at Dr. Gervasio Vera Custodio Hospital be-
cause she was in a severe condition due to
COVID-19.

Once they let him out of the warehouse, they
returned his journalist card and identity card,
and he entered the health center where his
sister was. However, as he was leaving, the
bodyguards and one of the hospital doctors
told him that his presence was “disturbing
the place” Subsequently, he received two
calls from alleged medical center workers to
inform him that an arrest warrant had been
issued against him and that he should take
precautions.

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

DAYRi BLANCO, KEVIN ARTEAGA AND

CESAR HEREDIA - CARAOTA DIGITAL
AND EL CARABOBERNO (Monday 12th):

Two unidentified men harassed journalists
Kevin Arteaga of El Caraboberio; Dayri Blanco
of Caraota Digital, and César Heredia, while
they were doing journalistic coverage® in the
vicinity of a company that refills oxygen cyl-
inders located in Valencia, Carabobo state,
where the relatives of COVID-19 patients
were standing for hours in line to be able to
replenish oxygen. The journalists denounced
that the men took photographs of the ve-
hicle in which they were traveling, and also,
before leaving the place, one of the unknown
men made a call and said, “warning, three in
a group.”

MAGNO BARROS (Friday 16th):

A man who identified himself as a member
of the ELN threatened broadcaster Magno
Barros in a telephone call he made during
Barros’ radio program Waka Noticias,
broadcast on Marawaka 103.1 FM, in Puer-
to Ayacucho, Amazonas state. In the con-
versation, the subject threatened to harm
his family, saying: “If you want to do things
your way, I’m going to send my staff to your
house to bring you to our camp, and [then]
we will talk personally (...) We are talking
about your family, and if you are not inter-
ested in your family, then block the fuck-
ing communication, and we will leave it at
that, and let the blood incidents speak, un-
derstand?”?’

94 SNTP Venezuela. [@sntpvenezuela]. (April 7th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/sntpvenezuela/status/1379971591149383681

95 Carlos Andrés Monsalve. [@candresmonsalve]. (April 11th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/CandresMonsalve/status/1381397126719156225
96 IPYS Venezuela. (April 13th, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Periodistas de Carabobo fueron intimidados por hombres desconocidos. [Alerta IPYSve |
Journalists of Carabobo were intimidated by unidentified men.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-periodistas-de-carabobo-fueron-intim-

idados-por-hombres-desconocidos/

97 Azavache, C. (May 1st, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Locutor de Amazonas recibié amenazas de presuntos miembros del ELN. [Alerta IPYSve |
Amazonas broadcaster received threats from alleged ELN members.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-locutor-de-amazonas-re-

cibio-amenazas-de-presuntos-miembros-del-eln/
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LEOPOLDO CASTILLO, EDUARDO

SAPENE AND LARISSA
PATINO (Saturday 24th):

The central television station of Nicolas
Maduro’s regime, Venezolana de Television
(VTV), informed that the Public Prosecutor’s
Office issued an arrest warrant, blocking of
accounts, and preventive seizure of proper-
ties against journalists®® Leopoldo Castillo,
Eduardo Sapene, and Larissa Patifio, as well
as politicians Roberto Marrero and Carlos
Méndez, who were also accused of “usurpa-
tion of functions.”?® The incident occurred af-
ter Juan Guaido, recognized by more than 50
countries as Venezuela’s interim president,
appointed the journalists to head a commis-
sion that sought to restructure the multi-
state channel Telesur Libre.

LENIN DANIERI AND EDWIN PRIETO

- TELEVEN, TODOS AHORA AND
IMPACTO MUNDO (Monday 27th):

Journalists Lenin Danieri of Televen, and Ed-
win Prieto, of Todos Ahora and Impacto Mun-
do media outlets were arbitrarily detained,
stripped naked, and dispossessed of their
work equipment by officers of the GNB when
they were documenting how the officers
were blocking the way of a group of Yukpas
from the Sierra de Perija. The Yukpa demon-
strators were on their way to the residence
of the governor of Zulia state, Omar Prieto,
in Maracaibo,””® as a form of protest against
“unfulfilled promises.”

Journalist Edwin Prieto told /PYS Venezuela
that the officers made them get out of the car
in which they were traveling and took them

to an area where they searched all their be-
longings and then made them undress. “(...)
there was a military officer to whom | told
that what they were doing was unconstitu-
tional because we are journalists and | knew
that what they were doing was for retaliation
(...)"°1 The officers erased all the journalis-
tic material they had in their equipment and
were detained for at least 40 minutes at the
GNB detachment 114 on the road between
Machiques and Rosario de Perija.

VICTOR AMAYA AND CESAR BATIZ - TAL

CUAL AND EL PITAZO (Thursday 29th):

On Thursday, April 29th, the Public Prose-
cutor’s Office, through the Attorney General
appointed by the regime, Tarek William Saab,
issued a criminal investigation against jour-
nalists Victor Amaya, of news media Tal Cual,
and César Batiz, director of news media El
Pitazo, “for public denunciations of women
victims of PSYCHOLOGICAL VIOLENCE and
SEXUAL HARASSMENT,”"°? an arbitrary deci-
sion executed without testimonies or evi-
dence against the journalists.

The Attorney General issued this order af-
ter an account on Twitter (@Reporteralb)
published a series of tweets accusing Victor
Amaya and César Batiz of “being abusers.”
However, according to /IPYS Venezuela, “none
of the publications tell any story of harass-
ment.”’”* The tweets also mentioned several
journalists who are part of El Pitazo’s staff
and accused them of being “accomplices” for
not denouncing the “events or crimes.” How-
ever, the team of workers of the news media
issued a statement rejecting the anonymous
accusation “without specific details of the

98 VTV. (April 27th, 2021). Policia Anticorrupcion de Venezuela investiga a funcionarios de la Banda Guaidé designados para «tomar control» de
Telesur. [Venezuelan Anti-Corruption Police investigates officers of the Guaiddé Gang appointed to «take control» of Telesur.] https://www.vtv.gob.ve/
policia-anticorrupcion-venezuela-investiga-funcionarios-banda-guaido-designados-telesur/

99 IPYS Venezuela. (May 5th, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | MP dicté orden de captura contra miembros de la comisidn opositora de reestructuracion de
Telesur. [Alerta IPYSve | MP issued arrest warrant against members of the opposition commission for the restructuring of Telesur.] https://ipysvene-
zuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-mp-dicto-orden-de-captura-contra-miembros-de-la-comision-opositora-de-reestructuracion-de-telesur/

100 Carlos Andrés Monsalve. [@candresmonsalve]. (April 11th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/LDanieri/status/1387411423479975940

101 Pernia, J. (April 29th, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Amedrentan, desnudan y borran material periodistico a dos periodistas en el Zulia. [Alerta IPYSve

| Two journalists in Zulia are threatened, stripped naked and have their journalistic material deleted.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ip-
ysve-amedrentan-desnudan-y-borran-material-periodistico-a-dos-periodistas-en-el-zulia/

102 Tarek William Saab. [@tarekwiliamsaab]. (April 29th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/TarekWiliamSaab/status/138794592192994099

103 IPYS Venezuela. (May 4th, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Ministerio Publico inicié investigacidn contra Director de El Pitazo sin testimonios ni pruebas.
[Alerta IPYSve | Public Prosecutor’s Office initiated investigation against the Director of El Pitazo without testimonies or evidence.] https://ipysvene-
zuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipys__ve-ministerio-publico-inicio-investigacion-contra-director-de-el-pitazo-sin-testimonios-ni-pruebas/
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complaint (...) against our colleague, journal-
ist César Batiz, director of El Pitazo.”"**

In turn, Batiz demanded that the authorities
should investigate the facts reported against
him following the rule of law: “(...) Prosecutor
64 of the Metropolitan Area has this case,
but we do not know what the file contains
because we do not know who is filing the
accusation, nor what type of accusation is
being made or what specific charges are be-
ing made against me,” said the journalist in a
press conference.'®®

ARGELYS TORRES - TELEVISORA

ANDINA DE MERIDA (Saturday 30th):

The National Union of Press Workers (SNTP)
denounced that persons identified as follow-
ers of Nicolas Maduro’s regime recorded the
journalist of Televisora Andina de Mérida, Ar-
gelys Torres,'”® when she was documenting
a protest by users of the Trolleybus at the
Tromerca Terminal, in the Campo Elias Mu-
nicipality, in Mérida state.

MAY

DAVID RODRIGUEZ - CARAOTA

DIGITAL (Monday 3rd):

A group of individuals identified as civilians
belonging to irregular armed groups known
as “colectivos” tried to rob and intimidate
journalist David Rodriguez” of the Caraota
Digital media when he was trying to report
on a protest over fuel shortages in Caricuao,
Caracas. A group of men on four motorcy-

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

cles approached Rodriguez and attempted to
steal his work equipment and the vehicle he
was traveling in. They also took photographs
of the journalist, his identity card, and his
motorcycle license plate, and partially de-
stroyed some of his work equipment.

RO HERNANDEZ (Friday 7th):

Independent journalist Ro Hernandez de-
nounced on her Twitter account that, after
covering a chavista demonstration at the Co-
lombian Consulate in Venezuela,”® a group of
people approached her to ask her where the
material collected by the journalist would go
out and stole her identity documents, cre-
dentials, cash and papers for her motorcycle
without her noticing.'*®

GABRIELA SUNIAGA - EL

CARABOBENO (Tuesday 11th):

The Secretary of Government of Carabobo
state, JesUs Paris, abruptly interrupted jour-
nalist Gabriela Suniaga of the news media
El Caraboberio while she was interviewing
Professor Luis Guillermo Padrén,” president
of the Transitory Union Board of the Vene-
zuelan Federation of Teachers in Carabobo.
The latter was demonstrating with a group of
teachers in front of the Capitol in Valencia.

EDWIN PRIETO AND MADELYN

PALMAR - TODOS AHORA AND
UNION RADIO (Monday 24th):

A GNB officer harassed journalists Edwin Prie-
to of the news media Todos Ahora and Madelyn
Palmar of Unidn Radlio while covering a student

104 El Pitazo. (April 30th, 2021). Comunicado: Los trabajadores de El Pitazo rechazamos los sefialamientos contra César Batiz. [Press release: The
workers of El Pitazo reject the accusations against César Batiz.] https://elpitazo.net/gran-caracas/comunicado-los-trabajadores-de-el-pitazo-rechaza-
mos-las-acusaciones-contra-cesar-batiz/

105 Carpio, G. (May 3rd, 2021). César Batiz pide que se haga una investigacién apegada al Estado de derecho. [César Batiz calls for an investigation
in accordance with the rule of law.] https://elpitazo.net/politica/cesar-batiz-exige-este-3may-una-investigacion-que-cumpla-con-las-normas-corre-
spondientes/

106 SNTP Venezuela. [@sntpvenezuela]. (May 5th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/sntpvenezuela/status/1390095296911364100

107 IPYS Venezuela. (May 5th, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Equipo de prensa de Caraota Digital fue amedrentado por colectivos en Caracas. [Alerta IPYSve
| Caraota Digital press team was intimidated by colectivos in Caracas.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-equipo-de-prensa-de-carao-
ta-digital-fue-amedrentado-por-colectivos-en-caracas/

108 Ro Hernandez. [@rohernandezm_]. (May 7th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/rohernandezm /status/1390688271722766337

109 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (May 7th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1390751228817256452

110 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela). (May 11th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1392151714304872453
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protest demanding vaccinations for the entire
population of Zulia state due to the increase
in COVID-19 cases. The officer prevented both
journalists from documenting the protest and
threatened to take away their equipment if
they continued reporting. “Do you want me to
withhold your equipment? | am telling you to
stop recording because you are creating a dis-
turbance,” said the officer.”

JOSE MARVAL (Thursday, 27th):

Columnist José Marval and news media
7100% Noticias were sued for aggravated def-
amation in continuous action and libel, as
well as incitement of hatred, for a column
published in this media entitled “De Buena
Fuente [From a good source],” in which Mar-
val denounced the planning of a party while
the national quarantine due to the COVID-19
pandemic was taking place. According to
his lawyer, Gilberto Chacin, the person who
made the allegation was the former presi-
dent of Fundadeporte, Richard Navarro,
pointed as one of the partners of a nightclub
in which the party took place during Easter
Week in Carabobo state.”?

MARTIi HURTADO (Thursday 27th):

Unidentified PNB officers took journalist Marti
Hurtado and his wife Nely Pulgar from their
home and arbitrarily detained them in Pun-
to Fijo, Falcdn state."™ After 12 hours without
knowing the whereabouts of Hurtado and Pul-
gar, their relatives found out that they were be-
ing held at the headquarters of the Anti-Theft
and Vehicle Theft Division of the PNB.

The couple’s defense attorney informed on
Friday, May 28th, that there was no warrant to

execute a search or arrest. He also declared
that the PNB carried out this procedure be-
cause they allegedly received information
about the presumed theft of medicines in
the journalist’s apartment.

However, the lawyer pointed out that they
had consigned documents attesting that the
medicines they had were part of a health
program, since Nely Pulgar was a worker for
the Caritas Venezuela organization and the
Social Security. Therefore, journalist Marti
Hurtado and his wife were released on Sat-
urday, May 29th, once they appeared before
the Third Control Court of Punto Fijo.

EUSEGLIMAR GONZALEZ

AND ARTEMIO SEQUERA - LA
PRENSA LARA (Sunday 30th):

CICPC officers harassed journalist Euseglimar
Gonzalez and photojournalist Artemio Sequera,
of the news media La Prensa Lara, while they
were documenting the testimonies of the rel-
atives of a homicide victim on Circunvalacion
avenue, between the sectors La Tomatera and
Piedra Negra, Barquisimeto, Lara state. When
Sequera was about to take photographs, the
officers approached him and forbade him to
keep documenting. Journalist Gonzalez told
Espacio Publico that although they managed
to do the work, they were “always under their
gaze (...) they did not want the journalistic work
to take place”"™

DANIEL SOSA - EL INFORMADOR

(Monday 31st):

A man in civilian clothes who claimed to
be a FAES officer threatened to arrest and
take away the work equipment of photo-

111 Espacio Publico. (May 30th, 2021). Funcionario de la GNB intimidé a reporteros en el estado Zulia. [GNB officer intimidated reporters in Zulia

state.] https://espaciopublico.ong/funcionario-de-la-gnb-intimido-a-reporteros-en-el-estado-zulia/

112 Blanco, D. (May 28th, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Columnista y medio de comunicacion de Carabobo demandados por difamacidn e injuria. [Alerta
IPYSve | Columnist and Carabobo media sued for defamation and slander.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-columnista-y-medio-de-co-

municacion-de-carabobo-demandados-por-difamacion-e-injuria/

113 IPYS Venezuela. (June 2nd, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Tribunal libera a periodista y su esposa luego de sufrir detencion arbitraria y desaparicion for-
zada en Falcon. [Alerta IPYSve | Court frees journalist and his wife after suffering arbitrary detention and forced disappearance in Falcén.] https://ip-
ysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-tribunal-libera-a-periodista-y-su-esposa-luego-de-sufrir-detencion-arbitraria-y-desaparicion-forzada-en-falcon/

114 Espacio Publico. (May 30th, 2021). Funcionarios del Cicpc intentaron impedir la cobertura a La Prensa de Lara. [Officers of the Cicpc attempted

to prevent coverage of La Prensa de Lara.] https://espaciopublico.ong/funcionarios-del-cicpc-intentaron-impedir-cobertura-a-la-prensa-de-lara/
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journalist Daniel Sosa of media outlet El
Informador while he was trying to cover a
protest that ensued due to a lack of fuel
at the San Luis gas station, Barquisimeto,
Lara state. Furthermore, the officer forced
the reporter to delete all the material he
had recorded and threatened him with ar-
rest if he did not do so. “He told me that he
was from the FAES; at no time did the man
show me his identification (...) and told me
that he was going to put me in jail if | did
not erase the material (...),” expressed Sosa
to Espacio Publico, who had to erase all the
photos and videos.”®

ORLANDO MONTLOUIS - EL LIBERAL

POST AND EL TEQUERNO (Monday 31st):

Officers of PoliCarrizal approached journal-
ist Orlando Montlouis of the media El Liber-
al Post and El TequeAo when he was taking
statements from the councilman of Carrizal
municipality, Yender Alcala.”"® The latter an-
nounced that the vaccines had run out at
the ambulatory Maria Isabel Rodriguez in
Carrizal, Miranda state. Montlouis got evict-
ed from the place under the argument that
recording in the health center was forbidden.

JUNE

RAFAEL PARRA (Tuesday 1st):

Officers of the GNB approached independent
photojournalist, Rafael Parra, to prohibit him
from documenting a day of registration in the
Electoral Registry at the CNE headquarters in
Barquisimeto, Lara state. Parra reported to

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

Espacio Publico that when he was recording
a video, the officers approached him to tell
him “that he could not record and that he
was not allowed to do anything of this kind
of thing, that he had to stay calm (...).” "7

KARLA AVILA, JESSICA LEON AND
RUTH MEYEROWITZ - GUAYANA

360, TODOS AHORA AND NUEVA
PRENSA GUAYANA (Wednesday 2nd):

A police officer harassed journalists Karla
Avila of Guayana 360, Jessica Leon of Todos
Ahora, and Ruth Meyerowitz of Nueva Prensa
Guayana when they were covering a peace-
ful protest in Bolivar state, where workers of
essential companies attached to Corporacion
Venezolana de Guayana were demanding the
reinstatement of four thousand workers un-
justly terminated. Avila indicated that the po-
lice officer took photographs of them, “and
we could see that he was writing to someone
sending him this information,” she told Espa-
cio Publico."™

ALVARO ALGARRA AND OLIVER

FERNANDEZ - VOZ DE AMERICA
AND NTN24 (Friday 4th):

On alleged orders from the GNB, two peo-
ple in civilian clothing harassed journalists
Alvaro Algarra of Voz de América and Oliver
Fernandez of NTN24,"° whiledocumenting a
vaccination campaign at the Bolivarian Uni-
versity in Caracas (UBV). These people ap-
proached the journalists to tell them they
could not record and cover the lenses of
their cameras; the people on the universi-
ty campus intervened to prevent them from
being removed from the place.

115 Espacio Publico. (May 31st, 2021). Presunto funcionario de las FAES amenaza e intimida a reportero grdfico. [Alleged FAES officer threatens and
intimidates photojournalist.] https://espaciopublico.ong/funcionario-de-las-faes-amenaza-a-reportero-grafico-de-el-informador-venezuela/

116 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (May 31st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1399410789048635393

117 Espacio Publico. (June 2nd, 2021). GNB prohibe a reportero grdfico cubrir jornada del RE en el estado Lara. [GNB prohibits photojournalist from
covering RE campaign in Lara state.] https://espaciopublico.ong/gnb-prohibe-a-reportero-grafico-cubrir-jornada-del-re-en-el-estado-lara/

118 Espacio Publico. (June 3rd, 2021). Policia intimida a periodistas en protesta sindical en Guayana. [Police intimidate journalists at a union protest
in Guayana.] https://espaciopublico.ong/policia-intimida-a-periodistas-en-protesta-sindical-en-guayana/

119 Espacio Publico. (June 4th, 2021). Civiles intentan prohibir cobertura en jornada de vacunacion en Caracas. [Civilians try to prohibit coverage of
vaccination campaign in Caracas.] https://espaciopublico.ong/civiles-intentan-prohibir-cobertura-en-jornada-de-vacunacion-en-caracas/
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ANDRES BRICENO AND

MARCOS VILLEGAS - PALPITAR
TRUJILLANO (Tuesday 8th):

A group of security guards of the Dr. Pedro
Emilio Carrillo Hospital and members of the
Trujillo Police Department harassed journal-
ist Andrés Bricefio and photographer Marcos
Villegas of the media outlet Palpitar Trujilla-
no when they were taking statements from
people who were at this health center to
be vaccinated, and subsequently informed
that the vaccination session got suspended.
While documenting the situation, two guards
interrupted the recording to order them to
stop and leave the place immediately. When
the journalists refused, five other guards
approached them, and one of them tried to
snatch Villegas’ phone. They also called the
police, who removed them from the place
amid pushing and threats.'®

GENESIS CARRERO - EL

PITAZO (Tuesday 8th):

A GNB officer harassed journalist Génesis
Carrero of the news media El Pitazo when
she was documenting citizen complaints
outside the main SAIME headquarters. The
officer took photographs of her and threat-
ened her, saying he would use her image to
accuse her of coordinating a human traffick-
ing network, then demanded her credential
and tried to confiscate her phone.™

MARIANA SOUQUETT - EFECTO

COCUYO (Wednesday 9th):

Officers of the GNB forced journalist Mariana
Souquett of the news media Efecto Cocuyo
to erase the photographic material in her
work equipment'® while covering a vacci-

nation campaign against COVID-19 that took
place at the Bolivarian University of Vene-
zuela (UBV). Although the reporter identi-
fied herself with her journalist credentials,
the officers told her that she had to request
“an authorization from the military officer in
charge of the campaign” to be able to carry
out her journalistic work there.

ANONYMOUS JOURNALIST - CORREO

DEL CARONI (Thursday 16th):

A journalist of news media Correo del Caroni,
who decided to remain anonymous for fear of
reprisals, denounced that a group of guards
arbitrarily evicted her from the inauguration
of the state-owned company Ferrominera
Orinoco, located in San Félix, Bolivar state.
One of the guards approached her and told
her that because she represented the news
media Correo del Caroni, she could not be in
the place due to “orders from above.”’*

JOSE CAMACHO (Sunday, 20th):

Officers of the Sucre Police Department
seized the telephone of journalist José
Camacho and forced him to delete sever-
al videos he had of the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion center, located in the Millenium shop-
ping mall, in Caracas.” The journalist began
to record due to the number of complaints
from citizens who could not be vaccinated
after the police informed that there was only
capacity for 20 more people.

MIGUEL DA SILVA - CARAOTA

DIGITAL (Monday 28th):

The director of the Pérez de Ledn Hospital,
Zayra Medina, harassed journalist Miguel Da

120 Espacio Publico. (June 10th, 2021). Funcionarios impiden y agreden a periodistas de Palpitar Trujillano en jornada de vacunacién. [Officers
prevent and assault journalists from Palpitar Trujillo during vaccination day.] https://espaciopublico.ong/funcionarios-impiden-y-agreden-a-periodis-

tas-de-palpitar-trujillano-en-jornada-de-vacunacion/

121 IPYS Venezuela. (June 30th, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Coberturas informativas contintan siendo impedidas a los trabajadores de la prensa. [IPYSve
Alert | News coverage continues to be prevented to press workers.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-coberturas-informativas-continu-

an-siendo-impedidas-a-los-trabajadores-de-la-prensa/

122 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (June 9th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1402737350514561025

123 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (June 17th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1405555220042719241

124 José Camacho. [@]joserckeller]. (June 20th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/joserckeller/status/1406600010708525057
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Silva of Caraota Digital when talking to the
relatives of one of the victims of a hit-and-
run that occurred in Catia, Caracas, by a for-
mer officer of the CICPC. Medina interrupted
him and, in a hostile manner, expressed that
he had “violated the security of a State in-
stitution” and was doing journalism “through
hate.” The journalist reported that the health
center director prohibited the relatives from
giving statements because “it interferes with
the criminal investigation.”'**

JULY

RICARDO TARAZONA - QUE PASA

EN VENEZUELA (Monday 5th):

An officer of PoliYaracuy tried to prevent
journalist Ricardo Tarazona, of the news me-
dia Qué Pasa En Venezuela, from document-
ing a demonstration that was taking place
in Yaracuy state to commemorate the In-
dependence Day. The journalist stated that
the officer told him to delete the material he
had already documented. “I was collecting
the testimonies when an officer approached
me, asking me to delete the recording. She
explained to me that this was not allowed.
However, | refused to stop recording and
continued to do so. It didn’t go any further,”#¢
Tarazona told Espacio Publico.

JOAN CAMARGO - TODOS

AHORA (Friday 9th):

A GNB officer, identified as Malaguera
Hernandez, arbitrarily detained journalist
Joan Camargo of the digital media Todos

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

Ahora™’ while documenting the confronta-
tions between criminal gangs and state se-
curity forces that began in Cota 905 and af-
fected areas such as Quinta Crespo, Caracas.
Subsequently, GNB officers inspected all his
documentation and told him that he had to
go to a unit to hand over all his work equip-
ment. Nevertheless, the GNB released the
journalist that same day.

MILDRED MANRIQUE - IMPACTO

VENEZUELA (Tuesday 13th):

The journalist of /Impacto Venezuela news
media, Mildred Manrique, denounced that a
group of at least ten FAES officers carrying
long firearms'® were outside her building in
Caracas, and one of them went to the en-
trance of her apartment ordering that she
open the door; however, Manrique refused
and demanded a search warrant. Minutes
later, the officers left the place without in-
forming her why they were at the journalist’s
residence.’®

DANIEL QUINTERO, ROMAN CAMACHO

AND DAVID GLOCK (Thursday 15th):

Reporter Daniel Quintero denounced on his
Twitter account that alleged felons, part of
the criminal gangs that held a confrontation
in the 905 and various areas of western Ca-
racas with officers of the State security forc-
es, went to look for him at his residence. The
subjects also asked for journalists Roman
Camacho and David Glock and threatened
that their search was to “chop them up.”**°

Journalist Roman Camacho reported on his
Twitter account that he had not received any

125 IPYS Venezuela. (June 30th, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Coberturas informativas contintian siendo impedidas a los trabajadores de la prensa. [IPYSve
Alert | News coverage continues to be prevented to press workers.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-coberturas-informativas-continu-
an-siendo-impedidas-a-los-trabajadores-de-la-prensa/

126 Espacio Publico. (July 5th, 2021). Funcionaria de PoliYaracuy exigié borrar material al reportero Ricardo Tarazona. [PoliYaracuy officer demand-
ed the deletion of material from reporter Ricardo Tarazona.] https://espaciopublico.ong/funcionaria-de-polivaracuy-exigio-borrar-material-al-repor-
tero-ricardo-tarazona/

127 Espacio Publico. (July 9th, 2021). GNB detiene a periodista mientras cubria el conflicto del oeste de Caracas. [GNB arrests journalist while cover-
ing the conflict in western Caracas.] https://espaciopublico.ong/gnb-detiene-a-periodista-mientras-cubria-el-conflicto-del-oeste-de-caracas/

128 Mildred Manrique. [@milmanrique]. (July 13th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/milmanrique/status/1415099901378236417

129 IPYS Venezuela. (July 19th, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Periodista de Impacto Venezuela intimidada en su vivienda. [Alerta IPYSve | Journalist of Im-
pacto Venezuela is intimidated in her home.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-periodista-de-impacto-venezuela-intimidada-en-su-vivi-
enda/

130 Daniel Quintero. [@dquinterotv10]. (July 15th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/dquinterotv10/status/1415819995892826118

RedesAyuda | 35



REPORT 1.0 | DEMOCRACY NOT FOUND

direct threats for his reporting work during
the confrontations. However, days before
Quintero’s denunciation, a group of jour-
nalists were approached by people carrying
assault rifles and mentioned that they were
looking for him and David Glock to “chop
them up.”™

AUGUST

REGINA FREITES - QUE PASA EN

VENEZUELA (Wednesday 4th):

Jhony La Rosa, an officer of the Sucre state
government, tried to snatch the telephone of
journalist Regina Freites of the news media
Qué Pasa en Venezuela while she was re-
cording a citizen’s complaint to the gover-
nor, Edwin Rojas, due to the precariousness
of the potable water supply service in the
Bermudez municipality. Faced with Freites’
refusal to hand over his work equipment, La
Rosa called two of the governor’s security
officers. However, demonstrators, bystand-
ers, and a colleague defended the journalist
and “intervened so that the officers would
not act.”"#*

JHOALYS SIVERIO AND CARLOS

SUNIAGA - CORREO DEL CARONI
AND EL PITAZO (Sunday 8th):

Renny Franco, an officer of the Bolivar state
government, intimidated the journalist of
Correo del Caroni and Crdénica Uno, Jhoalys
Rivero, and the reporter of El Pitazo, Car-
los Suniaga,”™ while they were documenting
the internal elections of the PSUV party at
the polling station Manuel Jara Colmenares

School. The journalists were taking com-
plaints from voters about the slow process
since there was only one machine in the
polling station when the officer approached
them to force them to erase the material
they had collected.

MANUEL CARDOZO - ECOS

DEL TORBES (Sunday 8th):

An officer of Plan Republica harassed Ecos
del Torbes journalist Manuel Cardozo™* while
he was documenting the electoral process of
the PSUV primaries in Tachira state. The of-
ficer told Cardozo that he could not record
because he had to comply with the order
that no one should do so and subsequently
tried to erase the material collected by the
journalist, who had to leave the place.

MARIANGEL MORO (Sunday 8th):

A GNB officer prohibited El Pitazo journal-
ist Mariangel Moro from documenting the
PSUV primary elections™® primary elections
at the polling station Eduardo Chollet Boada
in Acarigua, Portuguesa state. Given the sit-
uation, Moro decided to withdraw from the
place before the officer forced her to delete
the material she had collected. “I withdrew
to protect my physical integrity or to prevent
the situation from escalating, such as an ar-
rest as has happened with other colleagues,”
declared Moro.

DAYRi BLANCO - EL

CARABOBENO (Sunday 8th):

Rafael Lacava, governor of Carabobo state,
refused to give statements on the PSUV pri-

131 Romdn Camacho. [@rcamachovzla]. (July 13th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/RCamachoVzla/status/1415822669841375235

132 Espacio Publico. (August 5th, 2021). Funcionario intimida a periodista de Qué Pasa en Venezuela. [Officer intimidates journalist of Qué Pasa in
Venezuela.] https://espaciopublico.ong/funcionario-intimida-a-periodista-de-que-pasa-en-venezuela/

133 Espacio Publico. (August 8th, 2021). Funcionario de la Gobernacidn del estado Bolivar intimidé a periodistas. [An officer of the Bolivar state
governor’s office intimidated journalists.] https://espaciopublico.ong/funcionario-de-la-gobernacion-del-estado-bolivar-intimido-a-periodistas/

134 Espacio Publico. (August 9th, 2021). Militar intentd borrar material a periodista en Tdchira. [A military officer tried to erase material from a
journalist in Tdchira.] https://espaciopublico.ong/militar-intento-borrar-material-a-periodista-en-tachira/

135 Espacio Publico. (August 8th, 2021). Guardia Nacional intimida a corresponsal de El Pitazo. [National Guard intimidates El Pitazo correspon-
dent.] https://espaciopublico.ong/guardia-nacional-intimida-a-corresponsal-de-el-pitazo/
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maries to journalist Dayri Blanco™® when he
realized that she was covering for news me-
dia El Carabobero. “He got out of the truck,
and | approached him to ask him for an as-
sessment of the election day. | insisted sev-
eral times, but when he saw the insignia of El
Carabobero, he picked it up to read it well,
pushed it, and refused to give statements,”
Blanco expressed to Espacio Publico.

WALTER OBREGON (Monday 16th):

After publishing an article on the web page
of El Universal in which he denounced the
precarious conditions of the Ledn Fortoul
Saavedra ambulatory in Barinas, the direc-
tor of this health center, Gustavo Sandoval,
threatened journalist Walter Obregdn with
calling CICPC officers.”” The NGO Espacio
Publico reported that Yanny Gonzalez, head
nurse of the ambulatory, was the one who
informed the journalist about this threat:
“the doctor just called me because of the
information published and told me that he
was going to call the Scientific, Criminal and
Criminalistic Investigations Corps (CICPC) so
that they would look for him” after making
this information public.

JOSE ROJAS AND MARIA
FERNANDA RODRIGUEZ - VPI TV

AND EL PITAZO (Friday 27th):

GNB officers prevented the transit of VP/ TV
photographer José Rojas and El Pitazo jour-
nalist Maria Fernanda Rodriguez when they
were heading to the towns of Tovar and San-
ta Cruz de Mora, in Valle del Mocoties,™® to
cover the consequences of the heavy rains
in this region of the Mérida state. A man in

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

civilian clothes recorded and photographed
the journalists when officers stopped them
at a checkpoint, where a protest was taking
place, because they were not allowing other
people to pass who were carrying human-
itarian aid to the affected area. /IPYS Vene-
zuela later identified the man as part of the
team of the governor of Mérida state, Je-
hyson Guzman.

ELiAS LOPEZ AND JAIR PINEDA -

EL MUNDO ES UN BALON AND LAS
NOTICIAS EXPRESS (Monday 30th):

Workers of the Marriott and Renaissance ho-
tels prevented reporters Elias Lépez of the
radio program El Mundo es un Baldn, and Jair
Pineda, of Las Noticias Express, from carrying
out their reporting duties™ while they were
outside the hotels waiting for the arrival of
the players of the Venezuelan and Argentin-
ian national football teams, allegedly on or-
ders from the Venezuelan Football Federa-
tion (FVF).

OCTOBER

RONALD PENA - EL PITAZO

Photojournalist Rayner Pefia denounced
that subjects dressed in Bolivarian Nation-
al Police uniforms stole the motorcycle of
his brother, Ronald Pefia, photographer of
El Pitazo."® The incident occurred in front
of the Supreme Court of Justice (TSJ) on
Baralt avenue, Caracas. The subjects shot
him three times to make him hand over all
his belongings.

136 Espacio Publico. (August 9th, 2021). Rafael Lacava se negd a declararle a reportera de El Carabobefio. [Rafael Lacava refused to give a state-
ment to a reporter of El Carabobefio.] https://espaciopublico.ong/rafael-lacava-se-nego-a-declararle-a-reportera-de-el-carabobeno/

137 Espacio Publico. (August 17th, 2021). Amenazan a periodista por denunciar las precarias condiciones de un centro de salud en Barinas. [Jour-
nalist threatened for denouncing the precarious conditions of a health center in Barinas.] https://espaciopublico.ong/amenazan-a-periodista-por-de-

nunciar-las-precarias-condiciones-de-un-centro-de-salud-en-barinas/

138 IPYS Venezuela. (September 2nd, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Periodistas en Mérida limitados en medio de la tragedia del Valle del Mocoties. [Alerta
IPYSve [ Journalists in Mérida limited in the midst of the Valle de Mocoties tragedy.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-periodis-

tas-en-merida-limitados-en-medio-de-la-tragedia-del-valle-del-mocoties/

139 IPYS Venezuela. (August 31st, 2021). Alerta IPYSve | Reporteros de la fuente deportiva fueron limitados a las afueras de dos hoteles en Caracas.
[Alerta IPYSve | Sports reporters were restricted outside two hotels in Caracas.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/alerta-ipysve-reporteros-de-la-fuen-

te-deportiva-fueron-limitados-a-las-afueras-de-dos-hoteles-en-caracas/

140 Rayner Pefia. [@raynerpenar]. (October 3rd, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/RaynerPenaR/status/1444824503893254149
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NAYARI GONZALEZ - PORTUGUESA

ES NOTICIA (Sunday 10th):

Officers of the Plan Republica limited the in-
formative work of Nayari Gonzalez, journalist
for the media Portuguesa es Noticia when she
was documenting the electoral simulation in
two polling stations in Portuguesa state.'
Gonzalez went to the electoral center Trina
de Moreno School, where an officer prevent-
ed her from contacting the center’s coordi-
nator to obtain information on the process
of installation and participation of the tables.
“The officer told me that he could not let
me pass, that he was not going to allow it
because other media had entered earlier,”
she told Espacio Publico. Subsequently, the
journalist went to the electoral center Gen-
eral Paez School, where she could enter and
record part of the process. However, a Plan
Republica officer told her that she could not
continue documenting and asked her to de-
lete the material she had recorded.

PEDRO LEAL (Sunday 10th):

Journalist Pedro Leal denounced on his Twit-
ter account that a member of the FANB called
him “toxic” after telling him that he should
watch over the right to information'? since he
was trying to prevent the journalist from doc-
umenting the electoral simulation at the vot-
ing center Alejo Fortique High School, Baruta
municipality, Miranda state. Furthermore, Leal
said that CNE personnel also tried to prevent
the documentation of the electoral process.

ROBERTO DENIZ (Friday 15th):

Lawyer Zair Mundaray informed his Twitter
account that an arrest warrant was issued

against journalist Roberto Deniz, who has
been outside Venezuela since 2018, “for re-
porting on official corruption.” In addition, he
was charged for the “supposed commission
of the crime of Instigation to Hate.”'**

That same day, Friday, October 15th, Den-
iz reported on his social networks that un-
identified officers showed up at his parents’
house in Caracas, where his brother, sister-
in-law, and two nieces were also present. “I
alert and hold the Venezuelan authorities re-
sponsible for anything that may happen to
them,”** said the journalist.

Hours after informing about the raid, Den-
iz expressed that “all today’s actions against
my family, as well as this new judicial file,
are preceded by a campaign of harassment
in networks by people whom the government
allows to act from impunity (...).”"**

ViCTOR UGAS (Thursday 21st):

Journalist Victor Ugas denounced that of-
ficials of the Caracas mayor’s office in-
timidated him and tried to force him out
of the Quinta Crespo market in Caracas
while doing a journalistic report. Ugas ex-
plained to Espacio Publico that the work-
ers asked him for authorization to record
and, subsequently, an officer asked him for
his credential stating that he could not re-
cord. Afterward, a struggle ensued because
the officers wanted to take away his work
equipment arbitrarily. “They wanted to take
away my phone, we struggled, and they or-
dered me to delete the material (...) Then
the officers began to call a National Guard
station that was near there. As | was on a
motorcycle, | could slip away,”** explained
the journalist.

141 Espacio Publico. (October 11th, 2021). Funcionario militar hostiga verbalmente a periodista en cobertura del simulacro electoral. [Military
officer verbally harasses journalist during coverage of the electoral simulation.] https://espaciopublico.ong/funcionario-militar-hostiga-verbal-

mente-a-periodista-en-cobertura-del-simulacro-electoral/

142 Pedro Eduardo Leal. [@untalpedroleal]. (October 10th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/UnTalPedroleal/status/1447201345354838022
143 Zair Mundaray. [@mundarayzair]. (October 15th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/MundarayZair/status/1449076345233944578

144 Roberto Deniz. [@robertodeniz]. (October 15th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/robertodeniz/status/1449091410246963204

145 Roberto Deniz. [@robertodeniz]. (October 15th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/robertodeniz/status/1449146324193062914

146 Espacio Publico. (October 21st, 2021). Periodista Victor Ugas es hostigado en el mercado de Quinta Crespo. [Journalist Victor Ugas is harassed
at Quinta Crespo market.] https://espaciopublico.ong/periodista-victor-ugas-es-hostigado-en-el-mercado-de-quinta-crespo/
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JOSE GREGORIO LOPEZ - CONTRA

LA CORRIENTE (Friday 22nd):

The host of the radio program Contra la Cor-
riente, José Gregorio Lopez, was harassed
by the governor of Falcon state, Victor Clark,
who referred to Lopez as a “nitwit” for the
journalist’s coverage of the opposition’s elec-
toral campaign in this state. " Lopez stated
that the governor’s actions resulted from an
administrative process against his program
by CONATEL. “It is not a crime to be in a
campaign of any candidate, and his asser-
tion that | should abide by the consequenc-
es worries me because we know what these
people with power can do when they make
these threats,” the journalist expressed for
Espacio Publico.

DANIEL SOSA - EL INFORMADOR

VENEZUELA (Thursday 28th):

The photojournalist for El Informador Vene-
zuela, Daniel Sosa, reported that a militant
of Accion Democratica political party tried
to prevent him from recording an altercation
between militants of this party and Un Nuevo
Tiempo while they were starting the electoral
campaign in Lara state."*®

NOVEMBER

RAYBER ALVARADO - CARAOTA

DIGITAL (Wednesday 10th):

Caraota Digital journalist, Rayber Alvarado,
denounced that two officers of the PNB in-
timidated him while he was doing a journal-
istic investigation on the application of the
Abdala vaccination candidate'® at the Gran

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

Colombia School in Caracas. Alvarado ex-
pressed that, despite telling the officers that
he was a journalist, they checked his belong-
ings and forced him to empty his pockets.
“The worst part of the situation is that they
checked my bag, they pushed me against the
wall as if | were a criminal, even when | told
them that | was working and that | was a
journalist. Will the aggression against press
workers continue?” said the journalist.”™®

ANDREINA RAMOS - VPI

TV (Wednesday 10th):

A security guard at the Agustin Zubillaga Pe-
diatric Hospital in Barquisimeto, Lara state,
prevented the journalist of VP/ TV, Andrei-
na Ramos, from taking photographs at the
health center as support material for a jour-
nalistic report. Ramos and her team were
headed to the hospital when the officer told
her that by “orders of the board of directors,
no journalist had permission to access the
hospital.” ™

CARLOS GERMAN DEBIAIS

GARCIA (Friday 12th):

Officers of the Bolivarian National Guard ar-
rested photojournalist Carlos Debiais after
he flew over a drone that allegedly circled
the facilities of the Amuay Refinery, locat-
ed in Los Taques municipality, Falcén state,
Venezuela.

According to Espacio Publico, Debiais was
missing from 3:00 p.m. on Friday, November
12th, until 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, Novem-
ber 13th, the day on which Remigio Cebal-
los, Minister of Popular Power for Interior
Relations, Justice and Peace of the regime
of Nicolas Maduro, confirmed the arrest of

147 Espacio Publico. (October 25th, 2021). Gobernador del estado Falcon ataca a periodista en su programa de radio. [Governor of Falcén state
attacks journalist on his radio program.] https://espaciopublico.ong/gobernador-del-estado-falcon-ataca-a-periodista-en-su-programa-de-radio/

148 Daniel Sosa. [@iamdanisosa]. (October 28th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/lamDaniSosa/status/1453875147807600677

149 Espacio Publico. (November 13th, 2021). PNB intimida a reportero de Caraota Digital. [PNB intimidates Caraota Digital reporter.] https://espa-

ciopublico.ong/pnb-intimida-a-reportero-de-caraota-digital/

150 Rayber Alvarado. [@rayberdI18]. (November 10th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/rayberd|18/status/1458565959875190793

151 Espacio Publico. (November 10th, 2021). Impiden acceso a la prensa en el Hospital Pedidtrico Agustin Zubillaga de Barquisimeto. [Access to the
press is denied at the Agustin Zubillaga Pediatric Hospital in Barquisimeto.] https://espaciopublico.ong/impiden-acceso-a-la-prensa-en-el-hospi-

tal-pediatrico-agustin-zubillaga-de-barquisimeto/
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the photographer in a press conference. “The
GNB achieved his apprehension, and we are
in a full investigation,” assured Ceballos.

In these statements, he also reported the “dis-
mantling of a gang that tried to burn material
of the National Electoral Council (CNE)” to pre-
vent the November 21st regional elections.

In statements to Espacio Publico, Gabrie-
la Galicia, Carlos Debiais’ cousin, informed
that after the arrest, “4 Dgcim vans arrived,
with approximately 20 officers. They entered
the house and took computers, flash drives,
tools, and my cousin’s cell phone; they took
so many things that we did not have time to
realize what they were taking.”'*?

On Sunday, November 14th, family members
reported that the DGCIM transferred Debiais to
Caracas during the night of the preceding day.
“My family and | are very scared about what
might happen to him,”** said a photojournal-
ist’s relative through her Instagram account.

On Monday, November 15th, Carlos Debiais was
brought before the Third Control Court with ju-
risdiction over terrorism under the authority of
Judge Luisa Garrido and indicted for “the al-
leged crimes of terrorism, criminal association,
and violation of airspace.”’** He was imprisoned
at the DGCIM headquarters in Caracas and will
be under investigation for 45 days.”*

WUILMER BARRERO - NUEVA

PRENSA GUAYANA (Thursday 18th):

The SNTP denounced that the photojournal-
ist of the newspaper Nueva Prensa Guayana,
Wuilmer Barrero, was ambushed and robbed
by a group of people that he identified as

chavismo supporters™® during the closing of
the PSUV campaign in Bolivar state.

DEISY MARTINEZ AND

LISETH GONZALEZ - EFECTO
COCUYO (Saturday 20th):

A Plan Republica officer labeled Efecto Co-
cuyo journalists, Deysi Martinez, and Liseth
Gonzalez, as “terrorists”’ when they were
taking photographs at the Fermin Toro High
School electoral center, in Caracas, during
a journalistic coverage of the installation of
the polling stations.

LIZ GASCON, RAMON VELIZ, GUSTAVO
GIMENEZ AND YELITZA FIGUEROA -

EL PITAZ’O, TELEVEN, TVV NOTICIAS
AND CRONICA UNO (Sunday 21st):

During the regional elections of November
21st, 2021, the coordinator of the Federi-
co Carmona polling station in Barquisime-
to, Lara state, prevented correspondents Liz
Gascon of El Pitazo, Ramoén Veliz of Televen
channel, Gustavo Giménez of TvVenezuela
Noticias, and Yelitza Figueroa, of Crénica Uno,
from covering the elections. After showing
their credentials, the journalists could take
shots from outside the polling station. "¢

CARMEN ELISA PECORELLI, CARLA
CARRERA, REINALDO CAMPINS,

GLEN REQUENA AND JANINE
OJEDA - UNION RADIO AND EL
PERIODIQUITO (Sunday 21st):

Plan Republica officers prevented journalists
Carmen Elisa Pecorelli, Carla Carrera and Re-

152 Espacio Publico. (November 14th, 2021). Por volar un dron detienen a fotdgrafo en el estado Falcén. [Photographer arrested for flying a drone
in Falcon state.] https://espaciopublico.ong/por-volar-un-dron-detienen-a-fotografo-en-el-estado-falcon/

153 Nathali Debiais. [@debyais]. (November 14th, 2021). Instagram. https://www.instagram.com/p/CWQihm7FOjK/

154 Tal Cual Digital. (November 17th, 2021). Acusan de presunto terrorismo y otros dos delitos a fotégrafo detenido en Amuay. [Photographer
arrested in Amuay is charged with alleged terrorism and two other crimes.] https://talcualdigital.com/acusan-de-presunto-terrorismo-y-otros-dos-

delitos-a-fotografo-detenido-en-amuay/

155 Revilla, I. (November 15th, 2021). Esposa del fotégrafo detenido por volar un dron: serdn tiempos dificiles. [Wife of photographer arrested for
flying a drone: difficult times ahead] El Pitazo. https://elpitazo.net/occidente/esposa-del-fotografo-detenido-por-volar-un-dron-seran-tiempos-difi-

ciles/

156 SNTP Venezuela. [@sntpvenezuela]. (November 19th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/sntpvenezuela/status/1461885395004755969
157 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 20th, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462208520993050624
158 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462422422984998916
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inaldo Campins of Unién Radio, Glen Requena
of the MUD campaign team, and Janine Oje-
da of El Periodiquito, from documenting the
electoral process at the voting center Funda-
comun in Maracay, Aragua state. The restric-
tion occurred even though the journalists
had the approval of the center’s coordinator
to enter and cover the vote of the candidate
for the Democratic Unity Table (MUD), Henry
Rosales.™®

MAURY ARANDA, MARIA PARIS,

ENRIQUE RIVERA AND LEYDY
BLANCO (Sunday 21st):

In Mérida state, at least four journalists de-
nounced that officers of the Plan Republica
prevented them from entering the voting
centers,’®® which they attended to cover
the electoral process. Maury Aranda, cor-
respondent of Televisora Andina de Méri-
da, was prevented from entering the Fe y
Alegria School in the Tovar municipality.
Journalist Maria Paris was denied access
to the Gran Mariscal de Ayacucho School in
Campo Elias municipality, and journalists
Enrique Rivera and Leydy Blanco were pre-
vented from entering the voting center 1°
de Mayo School in El Vigia.

ANDREINA RAMOS - VPI

TV (Sunday 21st):

A Plan Republica officer threatened the jour-
nalist of VP/ TV, Andreina Ramos, with taking
away her work equipment’® when she was at
the electoral center Antonio Ramirez School
Canteen in Santa Rosa, Lara state.

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

LUIS GONZALO P'I::REZ,
GABRIELA GONZALEZ AND JULIO

URRIBARRI - NTN24 AND W RADIO
COLOMBIA (Sunday 21st):

Journalists Luis Gonzalo Pérez of the news
media NTN24 and Gabriel Gonzalez of W Ra-
dio Colombia denounced that DGCIM offi-
cers forced journalists at the electoral cen-
ter Andrés Bello Municipal School in Chacao,
Caracas, to erase the material they had in
their work equipment. '** Furthermore, one
of the officers threatened journalist Gabriela
Gonzalez with taking “the necessary actions”
if she did not erase the material. Meanwhile,
cameraman Julio Urribarri had his camera
inspected while he was documenting the
electoral process.

JOSE LUIS GONZALEZ - LA

PATILLA (Sunday 21st):

An unidentified individual took photographs
of La Patilla journalist José Luis Gonzalez'®*
while he was covering the elections at the
Gladys Bricefio Méndez School in Cabudare,
Lara state.

MARIA EUGENIA DIAZ - INSTITUTO

DE PRENSA AND SOCIEDAD
VENEZUELA (Sunday 21st):

The coordinator of the voting center at the
Arnaldo Reina School in San Fernando de
Apure refused to give information about the
electoral process’™ and the number of voters
at this institution to journalist Eugenia Diaz
of IPYS Venezuela.

159 IPYS Venezuela. (November 24th, 2021). Balance #21Nov | Prensa sin acceso durante los comicios regionales y municipales 2021. [Balance
#21Nov | Press without access during the 2021 regional and municipal elections.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/balance-21nov-prensa-sin-acce-

so-durante-los-comicios-regionales-y-municipales-2021/

160 IPYS Venezuela. (November 24th, 2021). Balance #21Nov | Prensa sin acceso durante los comicios regionales y municipales 2021. [Balance
#21Nov | Press without access during the 2021 regional and municipal elections.] https://ipysvenezuela.org/alerta/balance-21nov-prensa-sin-acce-

so-durante-los-comicios-regionales-y-municipales-2021/

161 Espacio Publico. (November 21st, 2021). 21N: Plan Republica niega el acceso a los medios. [21N: Plan Republica denies access to the media.]

https://espaciopublico.ong/21n-plan-republica-niega-el-acceso-a-los-medios/

162 Luis Gonzalo Pérez. [@luisgonzaloprz]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/luisgonzaloprz/status/1462524001700429826
163 Espacio Publico. (November 21st, 2021). 21N: Plan Republica niega el acceso a los medios. [21N: Plan Republica denies access to the media.]

https://espaciopublico.ong/21n-plan-republica-niega-el-acceso-a-los-medios/

164 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462451391922941954
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GENESIS VELASQUEZ - ALIANZA

DEMOCRATICA (Sunday 21st):

JOSANA MORALES - QUE PASA
EN VENEZUELA (Sunday 21st):

Plan Republica officers forbade journalist
Génesis Veldsquez to take photographs at
the polling station Villa Rosa School,’*® in
Nueva Esparta state. In addition, they delet-
ed part of the material that Velasquez had
documented in her work equipment.

JESUS QUINTERO - LA

PATILLA (Sunday 21st):

Officers of Plan Republica prevented La Pa-
tillo journalist JesUs Quintero from taking
photographs™® when opposition candidates
were casting their ballots at the polling sta-
tion Rdmulo Betancourt High School, Mérida
state.

JOSE MUNOZ - CALIDAD

89.9 (Sunday 21st):

At the polling station Julieta Caraballo school
in Apure state, the Calidad 89.9 FM radio sta-
tion journalist, José Mufioz, was denied ac-
cess despite having CNE accreditation.’”

FRED SALAZAR (Sunday 21st):

A person identified as a PSUV sympathizer
physically assaulted cameraman Fred Sala-
zar and tried to prevent him'® from recording
a citizens’ protest at the Pedro Maximo Cam-
pos polling station in Monagas state. The in-
cident happened because citizens were pro-
hibited from entering polling stations after
7:00 p.m.

Plan Republica officers prevented the jour-
nalist of Qué Pasa En Venezuela, Josana Mo-
rales, from entering the voting center Feder-
acion Venezolana de Maestros High School'®®
in Guarico state. The officers told her that
recording inside the polling station was for-
bidden.

DAYRi BLANCO - EL CARABOBENO

AND IPYS VENEZUELA (Sunday 21st):

IPYS Venezuela reported that journal-
ist Dayri Blanco denounced that she was
denied from accessing voting centers,”
which she had attended on a journalistic
tour through Carabobo state. She also in-
dicated that she had been prohibited from
taking photographs.

PILAR GUERRA - MANGO

NOTICIAS (Sunday 21st):

An officer of Plan Republica demanded
that the journalist of Mango Noticias, Pi-
lar Guerra, delete a video' in which she
denounced the presence of red check-
points located around the voting center
Creacion High School in San Carlos, Co-
jedes state. Red checkpoints are political
control centers where followers of the re-
gime of Nicolas Maduro “carry out various
activities, such as distribution of benefits,
control of the mobilization strategy of the
government party or the implementation of
technology to scan the QR code of the Car-
net de la Patria.”""?

165 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462453613373141004

166 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462464035820122116

167 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462491462893981707

168 Espacio Publico. (November 21st, 2021). 21N: Plan Republica niega el acceso a los medios. [21N: Plan Republica denies access to the media.]
https://espaciopublico.ong/21n-plan-republica-niega-el-acceso-a-los-medios/

169 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462493528127324161

170 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462493847259422729

171 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462494140843925505

172 Alcalde, C. (November 26th, 2021). “Premio o castigo”: {qué son los puntos rojos del chavismo? [“Prize or punishment:” what are chavismo’s
red checkpoints?] Voz de América. https://www.vozdeamerica.com/a/premio-o-castigo-que-son-los-puntos-rojos-del-chavismo/6328970.html
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ORLANDO MONTLOUIS - EL LIBERAL

POST AND EL TEQUENO (Sunday 21st):

A GNB officer arbitrarily detained Orlan-
do Montlouis, a journalist for El Liberal
Post and El Tequefo, when he was cover-
ing the elections at the polling station N.S.
Del Carmen School in Los Teques, Miranda
state.””® Del Carmen polling station in Los
Teques, Miranda state. The official pointed
his gun at the journalist, followed him to
his vehicle, and forced him to get out of
it and enter a room in the polling station.
The officer told him that it was forbidden
to take photographs and forced Montlouis
to erase the material he had recorded on
his phone. After 40 minutes, the journalist
was released.

MONICA SALAZAR AND WILLIAM

SALAZAR (Sunday 21st):

The bodyguard of candidate Gilberto Pin-
to prevented journalist Mdnica Salazar from
documenting Pinto’s casting of his ballot "™
at the polling station Fe y Alegria “Madre Al-
berta” School in Cumana, Sucre state.

ESTRELLA VELANDIA - MONAGAS

VISION (Sunday 21st):

Officials of Plan Republica prevented the
journalist and director of the media outlet
Monagas Visidn, Estrella Velandia, from doc-
umenting the voting of the gubernatorial can-
didate, Johel Orta.”” The incident occurred
at the polling station Teresa Sosa School in
Santa Elena de Las Pifias, Monagas state.

REPRESSIVE CONTEXT

ELVIS RIVAS (Sunday 21st):

A Plan Republica officer harassed journalist
Elvis Rivas at the polling station Libertador
High School in Libertador municipality, Meri-
da state. “He annoyed me until he got bored.
He even covered my camera, insisting that |
could not record even from outside the vot-
ing stations,” denounced Rivas."™

ELIiAS RIVAS - NUEVA PRENSA

DE GUAYANA (Sunday 21st):

Officials of the Plan Republica prevented
journalist Elias Rivas, of the Nueva Prensa
de Guayana news media, from entering the
polling station Fe y Alegria La Consolacién, in
Unare county, Bolivar state."””

ORANYELIS VARGAS, ROMINA

UZCATEGUI, MARTHA MORENO AND
JOSE BARRUETA (Sunday 21st):

A Plan Republica officer prevented journalists
Oranyelis Vargas, Romina Uzcategui, Martha
Moreno and José Barrueta from having access
to the polling station Ignacio Carrasquero Bo-
livarian High School in Trujillo state. " Like-
wise, he prevented them from filming in the
vicinity of the voting center, assuring that he
had to follow the orders of GNB authorities.

ANA MUNOZ - ESTEREO

92.9 FM (Sunday 21st):

The press team of the PSUV contender for
re-election to the Apure state governorship,
Miguel Rodriguez, denied an interview with
the candidate to the journalist of Estéreo
92.9 FM, Ana Mufoz'® after he voted in the
electoral center Félix Solano School. Subse-

173 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462518631858847744

174 IPYS Venezuela. [@ipysvenezuela]. (November 21st, 2021). Twitter. https://twitter.com/ipysvenezuela/status/1462518772263264265
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quently, Rodriguez agreed to the interview
with Mufioz.

JAVIER CUBEROS - MOCOTIES

104.9 FM (Wednesday 24th):

CNE officials prevented the journalist and
broadcaster of the radio station Mocoties
104.9 FM, Javier Cuberos, from reporting on
the proclamation of the elected mayor in the
municipality of Tovar, Mérida state. Cuberos
expressed to Espacio Publico that, despite
identifying himself and showing his journalist
credentials, he was not allowed to enter the
place because those were the orders. “A per-
son approached me and told me that | could
not enter. | identified myself and showed
him my journalist credentials, but he insist-
ed that he had orders not to let me in. Then,
when the event was over, | was able to pass,
and according to testimonies of third parties,
| was not allowed to pass because of an ac-
cusation of incitement to hatred,” Cuberos
told Espacio Publico.™®

DECEMBER

RAYBER ALVARADO - CARAOTA

DIGITAL (Monday 6th):

Rayber Alvarado, a journalist of Caraota Dig-
ital, reported that a man identified as a pre-
sumed “colectivo” member harassed him and
told him that he could not film and needed
a permit to be there while he was reporting
on the Christmas combos at the Guaicaipuro
Market in the city of Caracas. Subsequently,

he forcibly removed him from the establish-
ment and threatened him, saying he would
harm him if he returned.™

RAYBER ALVARADO - CARAOTA

DIGITAL (Friday 10th):

Caracas police officers arbitrarily detained
Rayber Alvarado, journalist of Caraota Digi-
tal, for one hour while reporting on the price
of a Christmas dish in the street. The inci-
dent occurred in Plaza Venezuela, in the city
of Caracas. “(...) PoliCaracas officers ap-
proached me and said that | could not record
because it was illegal. | told them that | was
a journalist and that | was doing my job. They
insisted anyway that it was illegal and that |
had to have a permit to do my job.”#?

VICTOR UGAS (Wednesday 22nd):

Police officers without identification
showed up at the residence of journal-
ist Victor Ugas, who warned on his Twit-
ter account that they were looking for him
and held the regime of Nicolas Maduro re-
sponsible for his physical integrity, adding
that his family was at his home.” In an
interview for Espacio Publico, the journalist
said that he received a call from the sur-
veillance area telling him that there were
three vehicles without identification ask-
ing where the journalist lived. The officers
asked them to open the entrance gate with
an aggressive attitude, went to the park-
ing lot, where they stayed for 20 minutes,
and left the residence.”® Ugas added that
he did not know why the officers were after
him or if they were there by mistake.

180 Espacio Publico. (November 29th, 2021). Impiden al periodista Javier Cuberos cubrir la proclamacién del alcalde de Tovar. [Journalist Javier
Cuberos is prevented from covering the proclamation of the mayor of Tovar.] https://espaciopublico.ong/impiden-a-javier-cuberos-cubrir-la-procla-

macion-del-alcalde-de-tovar/

181 Espacio Publico. (December 6th, 2021). Miembro de un colectivo amedrenta a reportero de Caraota Digital. [Member of a colectivo intimidates
Caraota Digital reporter.] https://espaciopublico.ong/miembro-de-un-colectivo-amedrenta-a-reportero-de-caraota-digital/
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CONCLUSIONS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS






n 2021, the regime of Nicolas Maduro con-

tinued criminalizing, harassing, and limiting

the informative work in Venezuela, which

is essential to keep citizens informed, es-
pecially in situations of public interest where
access to accurate and timely information is
crucial. This approach promotes censorship
and disinformation and further reduces the
critical content towards its management in
the country, positioning the practice of jour-
nalism as a risky job that threatens the in-
tegrity of press workers in Venezuela.

Venezuela is immersed in a repressive sce-
nario characterized by human rights vi-
olations, censorship, disinformation, and
opacity, making journalistic work essential.
However, every year, cases continue to be re-
ported demonstrating the violence, aggres-
sion, and restrictions journalists face in the
country. In 2021, RedesAyuda documented a
total of 93 new cases of limitations to the in-
formative work of press workers, who faced
violent and arbitrary actions for going out to
the streets to document and bring informa-
tion on events of interest to Venezuelans.

Under the protection of the Venezuelan re-
gime, State security officials, workers of
State-owned companies, civilians belonging
to irregular armed groups known as “colec-
tivos,” and public officials violated funda-
mental rights such as freedom of the press,
the right to due process, free transit and ac-
cess to public services through harassment,
threats, physical and verbal aggression, and
arbitrary detentions.

During news coverage of protests over the
deteriorating conditions of public services,
the limited access to gasoline, allegations
of corruption at gas stations, the demands
of health care workers over the condition of
public and private health care centers, and
the lack of access to vaccines, press workers
were forced to leave the scene of the events,
to erase documented material under threat.
In addition, they were arbitrarily detained for
carrying out their reporting duties.

An important fact to mention is that Sun-
day, November 21st, was the day on which

more cases of restrictions to the press were
recorded during the regional and municipal
elections in the country. Officials of the Plan
Republica prevented access to independent
media journalists to the voting centers to
cover the elections, even when candidates
were exercising their right to vote. Likewise,
correspondents and graphic reporters were
threatened and verbally assaulted if they did
not delete the material they had collected
from election day in their work equipment.
On that day, the arbitrary detention of a jour-
nalist was also reported.

At least 113 press workers faced this type of
violation in 2021, which made visible how the
informative work in Venezuela is exposed to
violent actions that threaten the life, free-
dom, and integrity of press workers in the
country.

As a response to the violations of journal-
ists’ rights, which affected the free exercise
of freedom of the press, freedom of expres-
sion, and access to information, RedesAyuda
makes the following recommendations, de-
mands, and suggestions:

1. To demand guarantees and conditions so
that press workers do not continue to be
victims of arbitrary detentions, harass-
ment, physical and verbal aggression, or
any violation that limits the execution of
reports, investigations, and, above all, the
documentation of issues of public inter-
est.

2. To demand the creation of public policies
to improve essential public services so
that they no longer represent a limitation
for the exercise of the informative work
of press workers.

3. To continue strengthening alliances be-
tween civil society and the media, to de-
mand the guarantee of the rights to free-
dom of the press, freedom of expression,
access to information, and promotion of
the reconstruction of democracy in the
country.
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4. To reject the campaigns and speeches
by public officials that stigmatize press
workers, who take advantage of their air
time in television programs broadcasted
by the State-owned VTV to insult, point
fingers and discredit the informative work
of the media and press workers.
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To reject the use of agencies such as CO-
NATEL to censor and further reduce in-
dependent information spaces (radio sta-
tions, television programs, and channels)
as an arbitrary response to the dissemi-
nation of critical content in the country.
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